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1. CURRENT SITUATION 
The World Health Organization (WHO) has advised that they believe that COVID-19 may not be “necessarily 
the big one” when it comes to viruses or pandemics which may wreck global havoc. The WHO expressed the 
possibility that COVID-19 may never go away, and the world will be required to live with this new virus 
indefinitely. Additionally, WHO’s Chief Scientist Dr. Soumya Swaminathan advised that it has not yet been 
determined if the COVID-19 vaccines beginning to be approved in various countries have any effect on the 
prevention of the transmission. The vaccines have been found effective in stopping the infection, or 
preventing a severe infection, they have not been tested for effectiveness on whether the virus is still spread 
between individuals. They are recommending that even those who have been vaccinated quarantine after 
travelling and adhere to public health measures such as social distancing and wearing masks. For vaccine 
makers, the highest priority goal is to prevent a symptomatic illness or death, and not to eradicate the virus 
completely. Moderna has recently expressed that it is unclear yet, but hopefully will be known soon after 
many receive the virus whether the vaccine is successful at preventing transmission.  
 
The WHO also advised that it is likely that COVID-19 will become an endemic, occasionally mutating and 
changing. Furthermore, the concept of full immunity may not work should the virus mutate, causing it to 
become more influenza-like and requiring possible tweaks for the vaccine. Instead, WHO is identifying the 
complex global society that we are living in, with such infectious disease threats believed to only be increasing 
as humans venture more and more into wild territories interacting with wildlife, whether by consuming or 
interacting due to proximity.  
 
Personal motivations are important in a pandemic where health officials are trying to persuade individuals to 
act a certain way for the greater good.  Some are wondering what it means when the vaccine may not stop 
transmission even if most people are vaccinated and why this was not expressed earlier to the public. Public 
health officials would require similar, if not stricter, adherence to public health measures should COVID-19 or 
any other future infectious disease which may have a much higher death rate. As such, health officials should 
not only be focusing on increasing adherence to public health measures for the current pandemic but coming 
up with psychologically viable ways to positively influence the thinking and behaviors of the public to persuade 
them to work together to reduce the spread of this or any future infectious diseases. For those who are not 
afraid of catching the virus or believe they do not have anyone to transmit the virus to, vaccinations may be 
seen a futile personal choice, with little repercussions for not taking the vaccine.  With extensive global travel 
occurring even during the pandemic, it would be very difficult to educate the public to understand the gravity 
of such situations.  
 
Pleading for people to do the right thing has clearly not worked as planned. Many jurisdictions first tried to 
ask people to follow the rules and then once a large enough number of individuals did not follow the 
guidelines, implemented enforcement measures. For example, BC did not institute a mandatory mask policy 
in November, despite months of public outcry due to a small number of people not following measures. Even 
though only a small number of individuals are not following the rules, it is the actions as a whole that are 
required to ensure the spread of transmission is reduced. Even a small group can undo the work of the 
majority. This would be even more important for a possible future pandemic which may be more lethal in 
nature. It is unclear whether the public has understood the gravity of the current pandemic, likely setting the 
stage for the next pandemic. However, should the next pandemic have a much higher death or disability rate 
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than COVID-19 does across all age ranges, such as Ebola whose fatality rate is about 50%, it is possible the 
gravity of the situation would be understood by more members of the public. It is important that government 
and healthcare officials adapt current strategies and learn from the responses they observe.  

2. GLOBAL 
2.1 COVID UPDATE 
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2.2 COVID-19 World News 

• AstraZeneca vaccine not ready for quick European approval, watchdog official says 
However, on Thursday, Britain became the first country in the world to approve the Oxford-AstraZeneca 
vaccine, and will begin to be administered to patients starting next week. The vaccine is likely having more 
issues than the two already approved vaccines due to issues with its clinical trials and the dosage found in 
each vial, showcasing difficulties with clinical trials. Additionally, the European regulators suggested that an 
application has not yet been filled in by the makers of the vaccine, and the information which they have seen 
is not sufficient to provide any license or conduct a full review.   The UK has now secured enough doses for its 
entire population between its three approved vaccines.  

• UK can avert new catastrophe, needs tighter rules, epidemiologist warns 
As the UK is seeing a new variant of the virus, they are also suggesting that soon, a complete lockdown may 
be necessary as the numbers are surging, raising fears the new variant is already more widespread than 
thought. The variant has been found in various other areas such as Canada and the USA, but appears to so far 
have caused, from what is known, causing mild disease. Travel bans may reduce the numbers, but the variant 
is likely already also somewhat widespread globally.  

• New Covid variant linked to higher viral load in respiratory samples 
The new COVID-19 variant is believed to be more transmissible due to its association with a higher viral load 
in respiratory samples. The variant was discovered after an investigation was opened to high COVID-19 cases 
in a specific region, despite a lockdown. 35 % of individuals with the new variant had a high viral load, in 
comparison to 10% of patients with the normal variant. Although no links have been found for an increase in 
infection, death or likelihood of reinfection, scientists are still studying the new variant for these, and deaths 
are still likely to increase by virtue of more individuals infected.  

• Russian Covid deaths three times the official toll 
Russia had a relatively low rate of COVID-19 deaths considering its case count, and it has previously advised 
that its death count from COVID-19 included only those who underwent a postmortem examination that lists 
the virus as the cause of death. This means that many deaths were not included in the tally, and estimates 
were at about 55,000 people who have died. However, Russia has admitted that adding excess deaths, which 
are deaths above and beyond the previous year’s number of deaths, would mean that 186,000 individuals 
have passed away from the virus in Russia.  

• Viral Load in Bodies Could Predict Course of Patients’ Illness 
Generally, it has been supported so far that COVID-19 transmission risk is dependent on the amount of viral 
load, More and more studies are finding that those who have a higher viral load are more likely to have a 
more severe course of illness, which may also explain why health care providers are about seven times more 
likely to be at risk of a severe COVID-19.  It is believed that the higher transmission rate for the UK variant of 
COVID-19 is associated with a higher viral load in respiratory samples. As the new variant is just beginning to 
be studied, it is possible an association would be found between a more severe illness and the new variant. 
This month, the FDA advised that American labs should report on how much virus is estimated to be in the 
infected person’s blood together with their positive status.  

• UK woman who was first in world to receive vaccine has second dose 
The UK grandmother who has received the first Pfizer vaccination in the world has now received her second 
dose, reporting no side effects. The UK has now vaccinated almost a million people.  

• Spain will keep a register of those who refuse the coronavirus vaccine 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-eu-astrazeneca/astrazeneca-vaccine-not-ready-for-quick-european-approval-watchdog-official-says-idUSKBN2930XC
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/uk-can-avert-new-catastrophe-needs-tighter-rules-epidemiologist-warns/story-FiZkYpVJC6Gl8QJy90RjrO.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/30/new-covid-variant-linked-to-higher-viral-load-in-respiratory-samples
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-55474028
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2020/12/29/world/covid-19-coronavirus-updates
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/29/first-person-to-get-covid-jab-receives-follow-up-dose
https://www.cnn.com/2020/12/29/europe/spain-vaccine-covid-registry-intl/index.html
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Spain becomes the first country in the world to keep a list of individuals who were offered the COVID-19 
vaccine and did not take it. The vaccinations are not mandatory and the list will not be publicly available; 
however, will be shared with other European bodies. Critics are fearful that the list is a “naughty list” that may 
infringe on the liberties of individuals. The information is reportedly used for research purposes and is kept 
anonymous; however, critics advise that otherwise, it is unclear why this information is being documented. 

• World’s vaccination date 
As of December 30, 2020, Israel has vaccinated approximately 7.44% of the population, while Bahrain is 
second at 3.37%. the UK has gotten to just over one percent and the United States is currently at 0.78%. 
Countries which will provide vaccinations to its people first will find themselves in an economically 
advantageous position, and it is believed that mostly richer countries will be able to provide widespread 
vaccination campaigns, while poorer countries may not see any vaccines until 2023 or later.   

• Britain could be due for third national lockdown as country smashes daily record with over 40,000 new cases 
• ‘The big one’: WHO warns future pandemics could be worse than coronavirus 
• WHO chief scientist not confident vaccines prevent transmission 

 

2.3 Global Awareness 

• Mexico Set to Become World’s Largest Legal Cannabis Market 
Mexico is home to the world’s most powerful drug cartels, who have terrorized the country for years. But the 
country is poised to try something different in tackling the gangs by legalizing at least one of their products; 
marijuana. Mexico’s Senate passed a bill in late November legalizing recreational marijuana. Lawmakers in 
the lower house say they will approve a bill by February, though they want to raise the amount of pot 
consumers may possess in public beyond the Senate bill’s limit of 28 grams. Currently in Mexico, one can 
possess up to five grams of marijuana without being arrested and use of marijuana for medicinal purposes 
has been legal since 2017.  

• EU top diplomat accuses Russia of spreading COVID-19 disinformation to sell its vaccine 
The European Union accused Russia public media or spreading misinformation about non-Russian COVID-19 
vaccine to find a larger market for its own vaccine. Russia state media found in various language often mocks 
Western vaccines and even suggest they turn people into monkeys, spread in countries where Russia wants 
to sell its own vaccine. Russia denies this and instead suggests that its vaccine has been the target of Western 
misinformation campaigns instead. Such campaigns and attempts to creating distrust and doubt regarding 
non-Russian vaccines is a national security matter which is practically impossible to stop while the global world 
begins to rely on social media for its information consumption. This causes difficulties in verifying the 
truthfulness of a piece of information due to the sheer number of differing and contradicting data, making it 
difficult for people to decipher truth from the lies and purposeful propaganda.  

• Stocks Give Up Gains After Record-Setting Rally 
• U.S. accuses Ukrainians of using misappropriated funds for Ohio real estate  
• As Aftershocks Rattle Croatia, Quake Recovery Is Slow and Perilous  
• U.S. demands release of Uighur doctor who family say is sentenced to 20 years  
 

https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/covid-vaccination-doses-per-capita?tab=chart&stackMode=absolute&time=2020-12-30..latest&region=World
https://nationalpost.com/news/world/britain-smashes-daily-record-with-40000-cases-as-new-covid-variant-spreads
https://globalnews.ca/news/7545830/coronavirus-pandemic-big-one-who/
https://nationalpost.com/news/world/who-chief-scientist-not-confident-vaccines-prevent-transmission
https://www.wsj.com/articles/mexico-set-to-become-worlds-largest-legal-cannabis-market-11609263506
https://nationalpost.com/news/world/eus-borrell-accuses-russia-of-spreading-covid-19-disinformation-to-sell-its-vaccine
https://www.wsj.com/articles/global-stock-markets-dow-update-12-29-2020-11609237095?mod=hp_lista_pos3
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-justice-ukraine/u-s-accuses-ukrainians-of-using-misappropriated-funds-for-ohio-real-estate-idUSKBN29502V
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/30/world/europe/croatia-earthquake.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-china-doctor/u-s-demands-release-of-uighur-doctor-who-family-say-is-sentenced-to-20-years-idUSKBN29502O
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2.4 Political Extremism, Civil Unrest and Activism 

• Thousands protest in Nepal against PM dissolving Parliament 
• In Nepal, protests were taking place against the Prime Minister Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli, due to his recent 

decision to dissolve parliament and calling for an election ahead of its schedule. Peaceful protestors marched 
through the streets with the police keeping an eye. The Prime Minister’s Nepal Communist Party won the 
election after merging with another party, forming a unified communist party, and Oli promised to share the 
five-year term with the leader of the other party; however, has not allowed him to take over yet.   Protestors 
are calling the early election call as unconstitutional and have accused the government of corruption and a 
mishandling of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

• ‘Won’t withdraw protest’: Farmers stick to resolve as talks yield little progress 
Indian farmers have continued their demonstrations against the country’s new agricultural laws, not giving up 
or giving in. The farmers are not agreeing to form a committee to look at the legislation, as proposed by the 
government, which they believe will allow corporations to have more control the farming sector, which will 
reduce the incomes of farmers. A meeting is scheduled for the beginning of next year between the two sides, 
although both appear to hold their position, with the farmers unwilling to negotiate.  

• Argentina legalizes abortion after green wave protests.  
• Argentina, with some of the most restrictive abortions laws in the world, has legalized abortion up to the 14th 

week of pregnancy after ongoing demonstrations, leading to a wave of progress for women’s rights in Latin 
America. A region highly associated with Catholicism, religious beliefs have often dominated politics, while 
recent numbers suggest that people are identifying less with religion and that religious attitudes are generally 
changing. It is believed that this wave may continue and affect change as other countries including Brazil and 
Colombia are also reconsidering their abortion restrictions.  

• Hong Kong Protesters Who Fled by Boat Are Sentenced to Prison in China 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/12/29/nepal-thousands-protest-against-pms-dissolution-of-parliament
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/won-t-withdraw-protest-farmers-stick-to-resolve-as-talks-yield-little-progress/story-Oh9LkQ7Vv6MI2zHqFRUc3I.html
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-12-30/argentina-has-just-legalised-elective-abortions/13021082
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/29/world/asia/hong-kong-protesters-china.html
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3. CANADA 
3.1 COVID UPDATE 
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Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com 

3.2 COVID-19 Canada News 

• Canada to require all arriving air passengers to show negative COVID-19 test 
Canada is now requiring all passengers coming into the country to show a negative COVID-19 test taken three 
days before arriving in the country. Canada Border Services Agency will have more officers at border crossings 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7547089/coronavirus-canada-vaccine-update-dec-30/
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in an effort of educating the public regarding the new rules. The test taken must be PCR test, which must be 
processed in a lab and takes approximately a day for its results. The new rule does not mean that individuals 
who test negative can skip the 14-day quarantine requirements, and travel is still discouraged outside the 
country, and only specific individuals allowed into Canada, such as Canadians or family members of Canadians, 
amongst others. It is up the airlines to ensure that each passenger shows a negative COVID-19 test, which will 
likely be a logistical difficulty for airlines, who are already hard hit by the pandemic and may not have the 
resources to be able to ensure that each passenger proves their COVID-19 status. Furthermore, it is likely that 
this will increase the market for fraudulent COVID-19 tests and vaccine proof, which is gaining traction as 
more places are requiring negative tests and as vaccination efforts continue.  

• Ontario expects to vaccinate up to 8.5 million people by end of June 
On Tuesday, Ontario officials released figures suggesting that up to 8.5 million people, approximately half of 
the Ontario population, could be vaccinated against COVID-19 by the end of June. Phase 1 of the vaccination 
plan is expected to be completed around the end of March, with approximately one to one and a half million 
Ontarians getting vaccinated, including health care workers and First Nations individuals. Ontario was 
criticized for closing many of its vaccination clinics on Christmas Day and Boxing Day, with critics suggesting 
that COVID-19 does not take holidays off and neither should the vaccination campaign. The vaccinations are 
not mandatory, and a possible concern is distrust in the vaccination process, even with healthcare workers. 
For example, in BC, the BC Nurses’ Union has successfully fought a rule requiring nurses to have the flu vaccine 
or wear face masks at work. As such, it is believed that even within an occupation such as nurses and other 
healthcare workers, there exists a pushback regarding some personal choices despite their effect on others’ 
health or even public safety. For countries valuing individualistic values such as Canada and the USA, it is 
believed that there will be many people who are unwilling to take the vaccine until others have, with no 
negative consequences. Education and public health awareness campaigns must continue, with celebrities 
holding a strong place in being able to persuade the public in one way or another. The use of social media and 
newer marketing avenues must also be utilized to reach the younger demographic, who appears to care less 
about the effects of COVID-19 as they see little effect from it, and who are typically higher in risk taking in 
general in comparison to other age groups.   

• Visit restrictions contributed to depression among care home residents: doctor 
Doctors are reporting that seniors are becoming depressed due to lack of ability to see their loved ones due 
to restrictions. In Ontario, a family council association is included in consultations about issues which affect 
those win long term care homes or assisted living homes. Critics have called on the BC government to form 
such an association that will assist or at least provide their say on some decision.  

• B.C. records 74 COVID-19 deaths over five days along with 2,206 new cases 
BC provided an update for the first time in five days, reporting a decrease in case numbers likely due to the 
public health measures. However, it is likely that numbers will see a slight increase after the holiday season. 

• Quebec reports first case of new COVID-19 variant as officials demand tighter rules for travellers 
• Oxford researcher confident Covid vaccines can be adapted to protect against future virus strains 
• Canadian politician faked Twitter posts to conceal Caribbean holiday 

 

https://globalnews.ca/news/7545599/ontario-coronavirus-vaccine-plan-update/
https://www.thestar.com/politics/2020/12/27/visit-restrictions-contributed-to-depression-among-care-home-residents-doctor.html
https://globalnews.ca/news/7546022/bc-coronavirus-update-december-29/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7545504/quebec-new-uk-coronavirus-variant-covid-19/
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/12/30/covid-vaccine-oxford-researcher-says-future-strains-can-be-protected-against.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/30/canada-finance-minister-caribbean-vacation-covid-travel-warnings
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3.3 Canada Awareness 

• UBC grad sentenced to 6 years in Saudi prison for defying ban on women driving 
A graduate of UBC, Loujain al-Hathloul who defied the Saudi Arabian driving ban on women, has been 
sentenced this week to almost six years in prison for violating vaguely worded counterterrorism law, including 
“agitating for change” and “pursuing a foreign agenda”. al-Hathloul has already been imprisoned since May 
21018 in pre-trial. In court, she stated that she was sexually assaulted and tortured using canes, electrocutions 
and waterboarding. Reportedly, she is happy to rescind the torture allegations for early released, which she 
may get and may occur as early as 2021. It is believed that her sentence will be a point of contention between 
the USA/Canada relationship with Saudi Arabia, possibly causing further rifts and problems within the 
relationship with other countries in the middle east.  

• Canada is turning asylum seekers away at the border, and then changing its mind 
Since the pandemic, the USA and Canada have agreed that their borders will not be open to refugees entering 
from unauthorized entry points. However, Canada has requested that those individuals who are turned back 
are not deported from the USA, and this has not been true in at least one case, while another eight cases are 
currently being held in a federal USA facility with final removal orders for deportation. Canadian immigration 
officials are not advising that those who are going to be deported from the USA will be welcome in Canada, 
which will provide an exemption in exceptional circumstances. It is unclear how many of these exceptions 
have been made, but it is likely that a small number of individuals will not make become a transmission safety 
issue for Canada; however, should word get out that Canada is changing its mind and allowing refugees who 
have been denied by the USA to come back, it may be that Canada will be seeing an increase in these types of 
border crossing and applications, possibly effecting public safety during the pandemic.  

• 40% of Canadians struggling with mental health, addiction amid coronavirus pandemic: Ipsos 
An Ipsos poll has found that about 40% of Canadians are struggling with mental health and addiction problems 
in the past year. Additionally, people aged 18 to 34 are reporting struggling with addiction due to the mental 
health issues, and 28% report generally struggling with mental health during this year. People appear to be 
coping with the pandemic by increased drinking and drug use, as can be seen by an increase in alcohol sales 
and opioid overdoses across the country. Young people have also been found to be most hit financially by the 
pandemic, seeing the highest job losses from most age groups. Together with social isolation which many are 
experiencing as they are less likely to have live in partners and often rely on social interaction with people 
from other households, and young people appear to be most likely to say their financial situation is not good 
and are reporting higher mental health problems, doubling the rate of people over the age of 55. However, 
with the benefits provided, approximately 66% of Canadian of all ages report their financial situation as 
“good”, showcasing that the majority of Canadians have either not been as strongly affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic, or are being mostly helped by the benefits provided. Although countries should focus on increasing 
the mental health of their residents, it is also likely that some form of mental health reprieve would occur 
once more activities are permitted, and individuals are able to fill their time with meaningful social activities. 
Winter is a particularly difficult time which does not allow for many (free or cheap) outdoor activities, and 
people’s spirits will likely increase again as vaccination efforts are underway and the weather improves, 
allowing individuals to again receive mother nature’s often free mental health treatment.  

• Vancouver party host spends Christmas in jail after repeated fines for violating COVID-19 public health orders 

https://globalnews.ca/news/7544215/loujain-al-hathloul-ubc-saudi-prison-sentenced/
https://nationalpost.com/news/canada-is-turning-asylum-seekers-away-at-the-border-and-then-changing-its-mind
https://globalnews.ca/news/7544244/coronavirus-addiction-mental-health-ipsos-poll/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/party-host-christmas-vancouver-jail-1.5857537
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• Businesses faced ruin from the pandemic. Then Canada came calling for vital supplies 
• TransLink warns staff hackers accessed personal banking information in cyberattack 

 

3.4 Canada – Political Extremism, Civil Unrest and Activism  

   During the week of 23-30 December 2020, most of the activist activity 
noted by Welund in Canada took place in the government sector (58%). 
Protests made up most of the activity (27%), followed by reports, 
organizing, and fundraising (11%).  

Historically, the week following Christmas has low activity from campaign groups. Activists tend to use this time 
to recuperate from the year, celebrate perceived victories, and fundraise for future actions. 

Protests: Campaigns directly or tangentially connected to the covid-19 pandemic remained one of the largest 
sources of protests and actions over the past week. Various campaigns focused on rent relief, anti-lockdown and 
anti-mask activities, and covid-19 outbreak awareness at Canadian correctional facilities.  

Anti-Trans Mountain pipeline expansion (TMX) campaigners also remained active, especially along the 
construction route in BC. Environmental activists criticized BNSF Railway – an American railway provider – for 
enforcing its ‘right-of-way’ mandate close to an anti-TMX tree-sit encampment near Lost Creek in Burnaby, BC. 
Campaign groups also detailed the ‘next steps’ of their anti-TMX activism during a recent webinar hosted by 
Climate Convergence Metro Vancouver. 

Outlook: Welund projections suggest that overall activist activity in Canada will remain low into the first week of 
2021. That said, over the past two years, activist activity against TC Energy’s Coastal GasLink (CGL) pipeline 
experienced a sharp increase in January following the annual renewal of an injunction against Indigenous and 
environmental campaign groups opposing the project. This trend may continue in 2021, especially if activists seek 
to commemorate the anniversary of its resistance against the large enforcement actions executed by the RCMP 
in 2020. Activism surrounding the covid-19 pandemic will likely continue into the new year as most provinces are 
scheduled to have lockdown mandates in place until mid- to late-January 2021. Anti-mask and anti-lockdown 
campaign groups continue weekly protests in most major municipalities and large towns. There will likely be a 
growing campaign focused on equitable access to the covid-19 vaccine or against vaccinations in general. 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/covid-peacetime-industrial-mobilization-1.5845781
https://globalnews.ca/news/7548761/translink-cyberattack-personal-info/
https://platform.welund.com/article/read/99748
https://platform.welund.com/article/read/99780
https://platform.welund.com/article/read/99785
https://platform.welund.com/article/read/99736
https://platform.welund.com/article/read/87926
https://platform.welund.com/article/read/88233
https://platform.welund.com/article/read/88292
https://platform.welund.com/article/read/87938
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Figure 1 Total activist activity in Canada as noted by Welund. 

 

Figure 2 Activist activity in Canada by type as noted by Welund 
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Figure 3 Activist activity in Canada by sector as noted by Welund. 
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4.2 COVID-19 USA News  

• Wealthy hospitals rake in U.S. disaster aid for COVID-19 costs 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency has provided billions of dollars in cash reserves and investments 
to large healthcare system, which have seen nothing but profits. Despite being non-profits, large and highly 
capitalized healthcare systems, some have received enough money from the government and do not require 
the FEMA money, which is usually used for natural disasters. The USA considered COVID-19 a natural disaster, 
thus allowing nonprofit hospitals to apply for this program, which does not look at financial need while 
covering up to 75% of hospital expenses including PPE, ventilators, employee overtime, and other expenses. 
Private hospitals are not eligible as FEMA only provides funding to non-profit organizations.  

• Renewed COVID lockdowns likely in Southern California as ICUs stay filled 
• Operation Warp Speed chief says Covid vaccine distribution ‘should be better’ as U.S. misses goal  
• Your brain on cortisol: Why overstressed gray matter is leading us astray in lockdown 
• Colorado identifies first known case of UK coronavirus variant in US 
• Emergency U.S. authorization for AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine likely in April  
• TSA screened nearly 1.3 million travelers in one day, setting a pandemic record  

 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-hospitals-aid-insi/wealthy-hospitals-rake-in-u-s-disaster-aid-for-covid-19-costs-idUSKBN29310X
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa/renewed-covid-lockdowns-likely-in-southern-california-as-icus-stay-filled-idUSKBN29302Y
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/12/30/covid-vaccine-operation-warp-speed-chief-says-distribution-should-be-better-.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/your-brain-cortisol-why-overstressed-gray-matter-leading-us-astray-n1252251
https://www.9news.com.au/national/coronavirus-usa-uk-strain-detected-in-colorado-america/9e3145a8-cb71-4511-a13c-9b7f8549ba67
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa-astrazeneca/emergency-u-s-authorization-for-astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine-likely-in-april-idUSKBN29420M
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/news/2020/12/27/covid-tsa-screens-more-than-million-travelers-day-after-christmas/4054043001/
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4.3 USA Awareness 

• Push for Bigger Stimulus Checks Is Running Out of Time 
The prospect of the Senate quickly approving $2,000 stimulus checks dimmed further, with the chamber 
focused on overriding President Trump’s veto of the annual defense-policy bill before the end of the session 
and Republican leaders brushing aside Democratic demands for a stand-alone vote on the larger payments. 
Trump’s late push to increase the size of direct payments in the recent $900 billion coronavirus-relief 
legislation to $2,000 from $600 has scrambled the final days of the 116th Congress. Democrats took up Mr. 
Trump’s push for larger checks, rapidly passing a bill through the House with some Republican support and 
attempting to approve it in the GOP-led Senate. 

• Florida couple allegedly used fraudulently obtained PPP loan to buy $3.5 million mansion 
A couple who lied about their business in order to score a $7.2 million PPP loan in late May used the funds to 
buy a $3.5 million, seven-bedroom house, several expensive cars and paid off a loan to a relative, according 
the federal government. The couple alleged the company had an average monthly payroll of $2.9 million, 108 
employees at exactly $85,000 a year each, and instead bought a home, Lincoln Navigator, Mercedes Benz and 
other luxury cars.  

• Small drones allowed to fly over people and at night in new rules, making way for drone delivery 
The American Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has approved drones, or UAVs, (Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicles) to fly at night and over people, contributing to the ability of commercial deliveries being done by 
drones. Previously, drones could not fly over people unless they knew and consented to it, were under a 
covered structure or inside an idle vehicle. These drones will require a remote identification technology so 
they can be identified from the ground and will allow 18 months for drone manufacturers to begin making 
these UAVs and their remove IDs. Walmart has started a pilot to test the delivery of grocery and household 
items but has admitted that it is still “some time” before there will be large numbers of packages delivered 
via drones. It is believed that it will be some time before drones will become profitable to use for deliveries, 
considering the sheer number of deliveries required and the weight of the packages alone, which would be 
required to be held by the drone. This will require quite large machines, which regulators may need to review 
before having large, unmanned machines carrying your and your neighbours’ new PlayStation 5, flying in 
between high rises.  

• She didn't know her kidnapper. But he was using Google Maps — and that cracked the case 
A victim of rape noticed that her attacker was using Google Maps during the crime. The police department 
then requested a “geofence warrant” which provides them with data regarding people who were around the 
area from Google. This has been used in numerous crimes and led to successful prosecutions against 
perpetrators. However, critics advise that track people that had nothing to do with crimes, and cases where 
these have caused suspicion in people who were not the perpetrators just by virtue of being associated with 
the area via digital means. Google has reportedly received so many requests that it takes them months to 
produce them, and for this reason used as a last resort. Police says that geofencing warrants are legal because 
Google users have consented to location tracking, and use steps in the geofencing warrant, with first using 
anonymized data and then getting more specific information about each devise and the suspect. It is also 
fearful that these warrants can be used to track people going to protests, abortion clinics or churches.  

• Investigators hunt for a motive in blast that shook Nashville 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/push-for-bigger-stimulus-checks-is-running-out-of-time-11609362713?mod=hp_lead_pos1
https://www.nydailynews.com/coronavirus/ny-covid-florida-ppp-loan-mansion-20201224-lny6x66djracbmffcpv62rmnyi-story.html
https://nationalpost.com/news/world/small-drones-allowed-to-fly-over-people-and-at-night-in-new-rules-making-way-for-drone-delivery
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/she-didn-t-know-her-kidnapper-he-was-using-google-n1252472
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/nasvhille-explosion-investigation/2020/12/28/ffbf5888-4956-11eb-9025-57b4c8818a4a_story.html
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• McConnell blocks Schumer’s bid to unanimously pass $2,000 stimulus checks 
 

4.4 USA – Political Extremism, Civil Unrest and Activism (Provided by Welund)  

 During the week of 23-30 December 2020, most of the activist activity in 
the US noted by Welund took place in the government sector (60%), 
followed by oil and gas (11%). Protests made up most of the activity 
(55%), followed by organizing (10%) and petitions (8%). Overall activity 

has continued to decline since a peak around the election. Welund expects activity to remain low during the week 
between Christmas and New Year’s Day. 

Activist campaigns have been promoting end of year fundraising efforts. In addition to calls for donations, 
campaigns have been listing 2020 successes and goals for 2021.  

Protests: Despite the pandemic, activists continue to organize in-person protests to broadcast their campaigns 
and demands. Organizers have incorporated physical distancing and mask-wearing adaptations to limit the risk of 
gathering for protests. California, New York, and Minnesota saw the most protests this week. 

A direct action of interest was held on 28 December. MN350 activist Emma Harrison ascended a tripod blockade 
at an Enbridge Line 3 pipe yard in Backus, Minnesota. She was subsequently arrested after spending several hours 
on the tripod. The action followed weeks of ongoing protests against the project in Aitkin County, Minnesota.  

An upcoming protest of interest will take place on 2 January 2021. Activists are planning to storm the home of 
Florida senator Rick Scott to convince him to challenge Democrat Joe Biden’s Electoral College victory when the 
results arrive in Congress for certification on 6 January. Roger Stone allies have launched a national website 
announcing plans to rally at homes and offices of Republican Senators. 

Another upcoming protest of interest will take place on 6 January in Washington, DC. Supporters of President 
Trump have called for a ‘Million MAGA March’ to protest the results of the presidential election. Counter-protests 
can be expected to oppose the pro-Trump demonstration. 

Outlook: Welund expects overall activist activity to remain relatively lower through New Year’s Day. The lead up 
to the presidential inauguration in January has the potential to see tensions between the left and right spark 
protest activity between now and Inauguration Day on 20 January. Rising covid-19 cases across the US may see 
some states reimpose restrictions not seen since the spring. Should this happen, the right-wing, anti-lockdown 
movement may organize protests and demonstrations like those that attracted nationwide media attention 
in April and May. The rollout of the coronavirus vaccine has resulted in increased activity from anti-vaccine groups. 
The spread of misinformation about the vaccines has also increased across social media platforms. There will likely 
be a growing campaign focused on equitable access to the covid-19 vaccine.  

https://www.cnbc.com/2020/12/29/covid-stimulus-update-senate-considers-vote-on-2000-stimulus-checks.html
https://platform.welund.com/article/read/99351
https://platform.welund.com/article/read/99810
https://platform.welund.com/article/read/99660
https://platform.welund.com/article/read/91551
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Figure 4 Total activist activity in the US as noted by Welund North America. 

 

Figure 5 Activist activity in the US by industry as noted by Welund 
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Figure 6 Activist activity in the US by type as noted by Welund North America. 
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