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NOTE: Paladin Risk Solutions is now utilizing a secure cloud application to provide multiple layers of protection on the web and prevent exposure of 
open source intelligence gathering and dark web investigations. This software enables research teams to maximize security, accelerate intelligence 
gathering and analysis, streamline network operations, and ensure full control and auditability of all research activity.  

 

DISCLAIMER 

This report is confidential and is intended to be used solely by the client for whom this report was prepared and to whom it is addressed for information 
purposes only and for no other purpose, except as may be expressly stated herein. This report may not be copied, reproduced, disseminated, distributed or 
otherwise made available to any third party, in whole or in part, without the express written consent of Paladin Risk Solutions Inc. which consent may be 
withheld for any reason. In preparing this report, Paladin Risk Solutions Inc. has used its professional care and diligence and has endeavored to include in this 
report and to base its analysis upon information that it believes to be relevant to the purposes of this report; however, no representation or warranty, express 
or implied, is made by Paladin Risk Solutions Inc. as to the accuracy or completeness of the information included in this report.  
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2. INSIGHT and SITUATIONAL AWARENESS Click here to access previous featured reports 
 

USA Election. Biden has been announced as the US-President Elect, surpassing Trump by less votes than polls 
have shown. Biden advised that once he is sworn into office on January 20, 2020, he will make COVID-19 his 
number one priority. The USA seeing its fourth daily case record in a row, and has surpassed 10 million cases. Total 
cases in Texas have reached over 1 million, with over 50,000 people hospitalized in the USA and over 10,000 in 
Intensive Care Units (ICUs). It is believed that Biden will base his COVID-19 response on science, with most of the 
staff in the task force being health experts and physicians. He is rumored to release the names of his 12 person 
COVID-19 taskforce next week. However, by January 2020, without special measures, the already exponential 
growth of the virus in the USA will only continue to increase, especially after holiday gatherings many will refuse 
to forego.  

The President Elect will have his work cut out for him. Bringing the country together despite a vocal and strong 
opposition to the current presidency. Citing over 71 million votes for the Republican party, slightly less than the 
votes for the Democratic party. Such a division will require that the incumbent show he is working for all 
Americans. Additionally, American media may need to reassess their messaging, as the dislike for President Trump 
does not appear to run as deeply as presented in the mainstream media. This fact reflects that many Americans 
do not feel comfortable sharing their political views or overall beliefs. Mainstream media paints those people as 
anti-progressive or as having “stupid” opinions; subsequently distancing many Americans who may feel they have 
no other option for news except the Fox network. The USA has proven itself to be a country with varying points 
of view. Given the severity of the pandemic, this appears to be a time when unification is needed most.  

Vaccine. Pfizer has just released information confirming that the vaccine’s efficacy exceeded expectations; 
however, the 90% effectiveness results should be met with “cautious excitement”. Individuals are still wary about 
receiving a COVID-19 vaccine. It is believed that those who are more motivated to avoid COVID-19, such as the 
vulnerable or those who live or work with the vulnerable will likely lead in taking the vaccine. Additionally, the 
vaccine will not be available to all members of the public in the beginning. Groups such as the elderly,  
immunocompromised, those with pre-existing conditions and those who work with these groups are slated to be 
the first to be offered the vaccine. Experts advised that like other public safety measures, like seatbelts, it takes 
time for the public to realize the new option is safer than not doing anything to prevent the potential harm.  

There are some obvious discrepancies when comparing COVID-19 to other public safety campaigns, such as 
seatbelts. For instance, some of the public was against seatbelt wearing, fearing that it would cause more injuries 
than no seatbelts and a seatbelt is not a blend of unknown substances that an individual must have injected into 
their body. The average person, who has little knowledge about science or vaccines, who hears concerns about 
vaccines, may fixate on the possibility that a polio vaccine once caused paralysis, that their loved one could have 
a negative outcome. For this reason and other information found on vaccinations, it is believed many will continue 
to have a pessimistic view of vaccinations. Unfortunately, it appears that vaccination acceptance has reduced in 
almost all of Canada by at least 3% from July 2020, suggesting that a push for a quick vaccine without proper safety 
measures is counterproductive to overall efforts. Public health campaigns outlining and explaining the decision 
making that led to approving the virus should be implemented. The campaigns should demonstrate a transparent 
process, from the company producing the vaccine right up to the government officials approving it. In the past,  
Health Canada has refused to provide clinical vaccination information regarding the HPV vaccine, advising that it 
is proprietary business information held by the vaccine maker. This information was only released when a 

https://paladinrisksolutions.com/featured-reports/
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researcher who wanted to conduct a systemic review of the vaccine’s safety took Health Canada to the Supreme 
Court of Canada and won. As such, government officials must be very careful when it comes to the public 
perception regarding the approval of such high-profile health measure, as well as its method of approval.  
 

3. COVID-19 IN CANADA  

   

Source: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html  

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html


 

Page 4 of 12 
 

 

 

 
Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/
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3.1. CANADA NEWS 

• PM says Canada preparing for effective vaccine in 2021 
• Soaring COVID-19 infections expose frayed Canadian response 
• Confusion prevails around new COVID-19 restrictions in B.C. 
• Ontario reports 1,242 new COVID-19 cases, new testing centres coming to Peel Region 
• Educators worry COVID era is ‘irreparably harming’ students' future 
• Why young people tune out government COVID-19 messaging 
• New Statistics Canada study to determine how many Canadians have been infected with COVID-19 
• Canada Stocks Rise On Vaccine Progress; Oil Majors Surge  

4. COVID-19 IN USA 

  

https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/pm-says-canada-preparing-for-effective-vaccine-in-2021-1.5180829
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-soaring-coronavirus-infections-expose-frayed-canadian-response/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/confusion-bc-new-covid-19-restrictions-1.5794767
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/covid-19-coronavirus-ontario-november-9-peel-testing-1.5795027
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-educators-worry-covid-era-is-irreparably-harming-students-future/
https://www.collingwoodtoday.ca/coronavirus-covid-19-national-news/canada-why-young-people-tune-out-government-covid-19-messaging-2842572
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/new-statistics-canada-study-to-determine-how-many-canadians-have-been-infected-with-covid-19-1.5180771
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-11-09/canada-stocks-surge-most-in-six-months-on-covid-vaccine-progress
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4.1. USA NEWS 

• U.S. surpasses 10 million coronavirus cases, experts warn country is entering worst phase 
• China, Russia hold off on congratulating Biden; U.S. allies rally round 
• Why a vaccine distribution plan is key to saving the US from COVID-19 
• Utah governor issues statewide mask mandate amid virus surge 
• Trump tried to justify rising Covid cases by pointing to Europe. Experts say he's wrong. 
• Trump fires Esper as defense secretary 6 days after election 
• President-elect Biden announces coronavirus task force made up of physicians and health experts 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/11/09/coronavirus-covid-live-updates-us/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-election-global-reaction/china-russia-hold-off-on-congratulating-biden-u-s-allies-rally-round-idUSKBN27P1GT
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/vaccine-distribution-plan-key-saving-us-covid-19/story?id=73978119
https://abcnews.go.com/Business/wireStory/utah-governor-issues-statewide-mask-mandate-amid-virus-74106584
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/trump-tried-justify-rising-covid-cases-pointing-europe-experts-say-n1246786
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-fires-mark-esper-defense-secretary/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/11/09/biden-coronavirus-task-force/
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5. GLOBAL COMMON OPERATING PICTURE 
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6. LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CRIME REPORTING 

• Crime rates dipped in first six months of pandemic: Statistics Canada 
• Armed groups target Colombia's children as reform process slows 
• Sherbrooke police crack down on illegal parties over the weekend 

7. TRAVEL 

• Airlines are bringing back in-flight snacks and drinks. But should you eat on the plane? 
• Medical tourism craters during coronavirus pandemic, hospitals lose billions 
• Air Canada reports $685M loss in third quarter amid COVID-19 pandemic 
• First cruise line officially resumes operations in the Caribbean 

8. SOLUTION AND RESPONSE EFFORTS 

• Pfizer says its COVID-19 vaccine was more than 90 per cent effective after 44,000-participant trial 
• We may soon have a COVID-19 vaccine. But will enough people take it? 
• Iran finds herbal medicines effective in COVID-19 treatment 

9. MEDICAL INFORMATION  

• Doctors examining possible link between chronic fatigue syndrome and COVID-19 
• Mink and COVID-19 
• The impact of lockdown during the pandemic on mental and social health of children and adolescents 

10. INTERNATIONAL DATA 

• World may be tired, but virus 'not tired of us': WHO chief 
• Global coronavirus cases exceed 50 million after 30-day spike 
• Uncounted infections might help explain recent fall in Brazil COVID-19 cases, experts say 
• As Covid-19 runs riot across the world, China controls the pandemic 
• Russia reports record daily rise in COVID-19 cases, watchdog calls for more restrictions 
• Spell of heavy smog in Indian capital raises fears for COVID patients 

11. ECONOMIC IMPACT  

• Dow spikes nearly 1,600 points as vaccine news, Biden victory rev up markets 
• How Pfizer vaccine could help lift economy out of COVID-19 pandemic rut 
• Brexit Britain faces five to ten year COVID recovery, Sorrell says 
• Canada’s labour market gained 84,000 jobs in October 
• General Motors to add 3,000 jobs focused on electric vehicles 

12. CYBER NEWS 

• Cyber Attacks Are Growing More Sophisticated During the Pandemic; Here’s How to Defend Against Them 
• Why healthy health cyber-security matters 
• Classes to resume at Sask. Polytechnic after cybersecurity attack 

 

https://globalnews.ca/news/7451469/pandemic-crime-rate-dips-statistics-canada/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/nov/09/armed-groups-target-colombias-children-as-reform-process-slows
https://globalnews.ca/news/7451059/sherbrooke-coronavirus-illegal-parties/
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-impact-on-flights-are-you-entitled-to-a-refund-for-cancellations-1.4901763
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-impact-on-flights-are-you-entitled-to-a-refund-for-cancellations-1.4901763
https://www.washingtonpost.com/travel/tips/airline-food-safe-covid/
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/11/09/medical-tourism-craters-during-coronavirus-pandemic.html
https://globalnews.ca/news/7450984/air-canada-profits-plunge-coronavirus/
https://nationalpost.com/news/world/pfizer-says-its-covid-19-vaccine-was-more-than-90-per-cent-effective-after-44000-participant-trial
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-vaccine-confidence/we-may-soon-have-a-covid-19-vaccine-but-will-enough-people-take-it-idUSKBN27P2BK
https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/454442/Iran-finds-herbal-medicines-effective-in-COVID-19-treatment
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/doctors-examining-link-chronic-fatigue-syndrome-covid-19/story?id=74043579
https://coronasmitte.dk/mink
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.11.02.20224667v1
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/world-may-be-tired-but-virus-not-tired-of-us-who-chief-1.5180666
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-global-cases/global-coronavirus-cases-exceed-50-million-after-30-day-spike-idUSFWN2HT0BH
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-brazil-infections/uncounted-infections-might-help-explain-recent-fall-in-brazil-covid-19-cases-experts-say-idUSKBN27P2GI
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/covid-19-runs-riot-across-world-china-controls-pandemic-n1246587
https://nationalpost.com/pmn/health-pmn/russia-reports-record-daily-rise-in-covid-19-cases-watchdog-calls-for-more-restrictions
https://www.theguardian.pe.ca/news/world/spell-of-heavy-smog-in-indian-capital-raises-fears-for-covid-patients-518225/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/11/09/stocks-markets-biden-trump-coronavirus/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/economy/2020/11/09/pfizer-vaccine-coronavirus-covid-19-economy/6219512002/
https://www.theguardian.pe.ca/business/reuters/brexit-britain-faces-five-to-ten-year-covid-recovery-sorrell-says-518255/
https://www.cicnews.com/2020/11/canadas-labour-market-gained-84000-jobs-in-october-1116280.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/11/09/general-motors-to-add-3000-jobs-focused-on-electric-vehicles.html
https://www.cpomagazine.com/cyber-security/cyber-attacks-are-growing-more-sophisticated-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-heres-how-to-defend-against-them/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/business-reporter/irdeto-cyber-protection/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/calsses-resume-polytechnic-cyber-attack-1.5794597
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End Report 

 
 
Please submit feedback to: 
 

 
Scott McGregor, CD, BCom 
Intelligence Manager  
Paladin Risk Solutions Inc.  
C. 604-910-7781  
smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com 
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13. APPENDIX A – Canadian Tracking Information 

 

 
 

Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs 
 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs
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14. APPENDIX B – Phase 1 to 3: Progression on Managing COVID-19 Pandemic 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html 

 

https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html
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