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2. INSIGHT and SITUATIONAL AWARENESS

Click here to access previous featured reports

With the school year and fall quickly approaching, many wonder what types of outcomes and measures the season
will bring. Experts agree that the world will be grappling with the COVID-19 pandemic until at least the new year,
if not until 2022. Governments and individuals are now planning for the various possibilities this may bring. The
Public Health Agency of Canada has released new modeling which suggests that it is possible to endure a second
wave of COVID-19 without the necessity of shutting down businesses and schools.
In the most optimistic of cases, Canada will experience small spikes of COVID-19, increasing and decreasing over
the fall and winter. In this case, the spikes will not cause many shutdowns, if contract tracing, self-isolation and
physical distancing measures are followed. Canada will not see a significant effect on the healthcare system,
allowing it to sustain other diseases and injuries. Physical distancing measures taken by individuals could further
reduce the spread of other communicable diseases, such as influenza.
Influenza and poor weather leading to indoor activities are thought of as possible risks in worsening the pandemic
during the fall and winter months. However, in the worst-case scenario, a second wave which causes the
healthcare system to be overwhelmed and will then be followed by small upticks in numbers for a few months.
Some researchers calculate that every week of exponential spread of COVID-19 can be “undone” by three or so
weeks of lockdown. This suggests that prevention is more efficient than after-the-fact reactionary measures.
In-between scenarios may not overwhelm the healthcare system but will likely require some additional measures
be implemented. Even in a worst-case scenario, health officials do not believe that another full shutdown is to be
expected. Instead, “intermittent” lockdowns are believed to be required, which will likely occur in specific regions
or locations that have been hard hit with transmission, or specific activities such as schools, dancing venues, or
any other higher risk activities which may contribute to an outbreak.
The second wave is likely not going to be as strong as the first wave because we have since learned about more
effective treatments and how the virus spreads. Furthermore, many are now wearing masks, adhering more to
social distancing, and reducing their travel. It is also believed that the level of anxiety, due to the unknowns
regarding transmission and severity of disease, for some individuals has decreased from the levels experienced at
the beginning of the pandemic.
Research found that effective coping mechanisms during the lockdown involved setting a routine including
sleeping, exercising regularly, and avoiding the use of mood-altering substances. For many, understanding that
staying at home is occurring as a sacrifice for the greater good, and being part of a cause may provide individuals
with meaning for their predicament. In an effort to prepare for upcoming re-imposed restrictions, ask yourself
whether you have learned from your previous experience. What worked during the lockdown? What did not
work? What can be done differently in an effort to make the next time easier and less mentally and/or physically
exhausting? Have you prepared your home to be your workplace, gym, and entertainment center, instead of
feeling “stuck” inside of it? Tending to important errands such as specialist appointments, blood tests, and other
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medical care may prevent a possible emergency during stricter measures. It is believed that preparation for the
next measures will assist individuals with dealing with any forthcoming restrictions.

3. COVID-19 IN CANADA

Source: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html
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Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com
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3.1. CANADA NEWS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Potential COVID-19 vaccine still not in Canada, three months after approval for trials
Centralized virtual schools and synchronous delivery: How remote learning is shaping up for fall
55 flights into Canada in August carried passengers infected with COVID-19
Canadian emergency room visits dropped 25 per cent in early stages of pandemic: report
Quebec reports 68 new COVID-19 cases, four deaths
Interest in homeschooling surges in B.C. as concern remains over back-to-school plans
Ontario records more than 100 new COVID-19 cases for fourth day
Edmonton Canada Post facility closes temporarily after positive COVID-19 test
Interest in immigrating to Canada increasing amid coronavirus pandemic

4. COVID-19 IN USA
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4.1. USA NEWS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Why Are Coronavirus Cases Decreasing? Experts Say Restrictions Are Working
Nearly 70,000 U.S. lives could be saved in the next 3 months if masks are worn, researchers say
Amid coronavirus surge in California, hospital workers say they're not protected
CDC Suggests Partial School Closings as Option in Virus Guidance
Third North Carolina college announces remote learning after COVID clusters from first 2 weeks of classes
COVID-19 deaths should start dropping across U.S. by next week, CDC chief says
Americans are buying Mace, RVs, bulk foods as COVID-19 pandemic drags on
Coronavirus hasn't stopped groups from gathering, but it has led to grim consequences

5. GLOBAL COMMON OPERATING PICTURE
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6. LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CRIME REPORTING
•
•
•
•

Police hunt for 'COVID hug' man who grabbed strangers at Walmart
B.C. police make arrest, issue 2nd fine at apartment where party host fined $2,300
Man claims he may have COVID-19, then coughs on deputies, police say
More than a dozen killed in Peru nightclub crush as police raid party in violation of restrictions

7. TRAVEL
•
•
•

Returning from overseas or out of state? The CDC removes its 14-day quarantine recommendation
Air Canada racks up second-most refund complaints in U.S. in May
Nearly two dozen more flights land in Canada with passengers infected with COVID-19

8. SOLUTION AND RESPONSE EFFORTS
•
•
•

German scientists run concert test to see how coronavirus spreads
Coronavirus vaccine: Short cuts and allegations of dirty tricks in race to be first
Coronavirus vaccine in India: Who will get the vaccine first? Experts have differing views
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9. MEDICAL INFORMATION
•
•
•
•

Inflammation: the key factor that explains vulnerability to severe COVID
First Documented Coronavirus Reinfection Reported in Hong Kong
US FDA announces emergency authorization for convalescent plasma to treat Covid-19
Avoiding a Cancer Care Crisis During the COVID-19 Pandemic

10. INTERNATIONAL DATA
•
•
•
•
•
•

172 countries working with WHO on shared coronavirus vaccine plan
South Korea on brink of nationwide virus outbreak, officials warn
Italy Rules Out New Lockdown as Coronavirus Cases Rise
Spain Caught Off Guard by Resurgent Coronavirus
Herd Immunity in India?
Brazil Economic Activity Returned to Pre-Covid Levels, BofA Says

11. ECONOMIC IMPACT
•
•
•
•
•

In the Covid-19 Recession, Europe Props Up Jobs While the U.S. Props Up Workers
Many Companies Planned to Reopen Offices After Labor Day. With Coronavirus Still Around, They’re
Rethinking That
Global stocks jump as Trump signals 'gamechanger' plan to deliver a COVID-19 vaccine ahead of the election
Shipping losses fall but Covid-19 poses long-term safety challenges
'No food category is immune': How the pandemic is causing rising grocery prices

12. CYBER NEWS
•
•
•

What Covid-19 Can Teach Us About The Spread Of Cyber Risk
Are you COVID Secure?
Microsoft says the pandemic has changed the future of cybersecurity in these five ways

End Report
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13. APPENDIX A – Canadian Tracking Information

Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs
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14. APPENDIX B – Phase 1 to 3: Progression on Managing COVID-19 Pandemic

Source: https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html
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