
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Situational awareness for stakeholders and decision makers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Report # 21-033 

11 June 2021 

 

INTELLIGENCE REPORT 

 



 
 

Page 1 of 22 
 

#201-3001 WAYBURNE DRIVE, BURNABY, BC V5G 4W3 // TEL 778-807-5660 // PALADINRISKSOLUTIONS.COM 

Contents 
1. CURRENT SITUATION ............................................................................................................................................. 2 
2. GLOBAL .................................................................................................................................................................. 4 

2.1 COVID UPDATE ................................................................................................................................................ 4 

2.2 COVID-19 World News .................................................................................................................................... 6 

2.3 Global Awareness ............................................................................................................................................ 6 

2.4 Political Extremism, Civil Unrest and Activism ................................................................................................ 7 

3. CANADA ................................................................................................................................................................. 8 
3.1 COVID UPDATE ................................................................................................................................................ 8 

3.2 COVID-19 Canada News ................................................................................................................................ 10 

3.3 Canada Awareness ........................................................................................................................................ 11 

3.4 Canada – Political Extremism, Civil Unrest and Activism .............................................................................. 12 

4. USA ...................................................................................................................................................................... 16 
4.1 COVID UPDATE .............................................................................................................................................. 16 

4.2 COVID-19 USA News ...................................................................................................................................... 17 

4.3 USA Awareness .............................................................................................................................................. 17 

4.4 USA – Political Extremism, Civil Unrest and Activism (Provided by Welund)................................................ 18 

5. PALADIN RISK SOLUTIONS - SERVICES ................................................................................................................. 22 
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enables research teams to maximize security, accelerate intelligence gathering and analysis, streamline network 
operations, and ensure full control and auditability of all research activity.  
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1. CURRENT SITUATION 
 

Midterm elections to select the Chamber of Deputies of the 
Mexican Congress and 15 of the country’s 32 governorships took 
place on June 6th. At stake was Mexican President Andrés Manuel 
López Obrador and his party – the National Regeneration 
Movement (MORENA) – and its satellite parties’ ability to retain 
absolute majority in the Chamber, in addition to their relative 
majority in the Senate.  

The elections did not turn out as hoped for the ruling party, losing 
races for the leadership of more than half the 16 boroughs in 
Mexico City. Though official legislative results have not yet been 
announced, Morena and its allies look set to lose around 50 seats 
in the 500-seat Chamber of Deputies, effectively robbing them of 
their 334-seat supermajority. The results show the opposition in 
the Lower House will be able to “function as an effective check 
and balance on executive power,” according to Goldman Sachs 
Investment Research. Morena and the president, or AMLO as he 
is known, will need to engage in negotiations to achieve any constitutional changes. 

During his first three years in power, the 67-year-old leader has scored some clear political successes. He pursued 
an austerity program that cut salaries for top government bureaucrats, shut some departments, and used the 
savings to increase social spending, in particular doubling a cash pension for the elderly. He sharply raised the 
minimum wage several times. 

AMLO has proved to be a master of symbolism and communication, particularly with Mexico's poor. He moved 
out of the posh presidential residence of Los Pinos and turned it into a museum. He has put the presidential Boeing 
787 Dreamliner aircraft for sale and fly’s economy on commercial flights. In a country where previous presidents 
hardly ever meet the press, he holds daily news conferences, keeping the communication constant. 

However, AMLO has faced some criticism as well as the economy fell 8.5% last year, partly because he carried out 
by far the smallest stimulus of any emerging market, at just 1% of gross domestic product versus 8.3% for Brazil. 
On the other hand, political analysts say the opposition has not offered a coherent message as an alternative to 
AMLO and lacks strong leadership.  

In the 2018 election, AMLO came 30 percentage points over his closest rival. However, Morena on its own could 
not reach the threshold for an absolute majority, but this was ultimately achieved over the following months by 
transferring legislators from coalition partners into its own ranks.  A total of 143 transfers have taken place during 
the current legislature, of which 112 were within Morena’s winning 2018 coalition (PT and PES). A subsequent 
alliance with the PVEM in 2019 ultimately enabled Morena to achieve its 334-seat supermajority. In Mexico, 
elected legislators can choose to change their parliamentary group at any time, without legal restrictions or costly 
consequences for them. 

Figure 1 Mexican President Andrés Manuel López 
Obrador giving a speech in 2018 
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Preliminary tallies by the electoral authorities on Monday showed female candidates securing six of the 15 
regional bastions on offer, just two shy of the total number of women ever elected to lead regional governments 
in Mexico's history. If results are confirmed, it means the northern border states of Baja California and Chihuahua, 
Guerrero and Colima on the Pacific coast, as well as Tlaxcala in the center and Campeche in the south, will be 
governed by women. "This is a cultural shift," said MORENA lawmaker Gabriela Cuevas, the first Mexican to head 
the Inter-Parliamentary Union, a global body of national parliaments. "And definitely a step forward for women 
in our country and in political life." 

Prior to the elections, Mexico saw 88 assassinations of politicians and those who were running for office. On May 
25, the news of the murder of Movimiento Ciudadano candidate Alma Barragán in the Mexican state of 
Guanajuato went viral across the globe. Barragán was campaigning in the communities of La Manguita and El 
Ombligo de Pájaro when she was gunned down. Hours before her murder, Barragán had posted a video on her 
social networks to invite the residents of the municipality to participate in her event. "Together we do it better," 
she said emotionally, shortly before an armed group approached and killed her. 

According to the consulting firm Etellekt, this is the second bloodiest campaign since 2000, only 2018 was more 
brutal, when the current president, Andrés Manuel López Obrador, and his party, Morena, took power. "In this 
election we are going to surpass the overall aggression figures of 2018, in which we had 774 aggressions, this 
election in that sense will be the most violent since the year 2000, at least" pointed out Rubén Salazar, director of 
Etellekt. A total of 133 politicians have been murdered in the run-up to Mexico's elections in 2018. Local-level 
politicians are the most frequent targets for Mexico's powerful drug cartels. Mexico has been hit by a wave of 
violence since the government deployed the army to fight drug trafficking in 2006. Since then, more than 200,000 
people have been murdered -- though the statistics do not track how many of the cases were linked to organized 
crime. Another 30,000 people are missing. 
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2.2 COVID-19 World News 

• China is vaccinating a staggering 20 million people a day 
For more than a week, an average of about 20 million people have been vaccinated against COVID-19 every 
day in China. At this rate, the nation would have fully vaccinated the entire UK population in little more than 
six days. China now accounts for more than half of the 35 million or so people around the world receiving a 
COVID-19 shot each day. “China’s vaccination campaign got off to a slow start, but has rapidly picked up pace,” 
says Rongjun Chen, a biomaterials scientist also at the Future Vaccine Manufacturing Research Hub. As 
recently as mid-April, China was administering only about five million doses a day. 

• High risk of autumn Covid surge in Europe despite drop in infections, says WHO 
• EU and U.S. to call for a deeper probe into Covid origins 
• Moderna seeks EU, Canada approval for COVID-19 vaccine's use in teens 
• Brazil top court greenlights Copa America despite COVID fears 
• Third wave sweeps across Africa as Covid vaccine imports dry up 
• Japan’s PM Suga Wants to Complete Covid Vaccinations by November 
• Covid-19 Deaths This Year Have Already Eclipsed 2020’s Toll 
• India to provide free vaccines to all in major policy shift 

The changes reverse a policy launched in April which tasked states and the private sector with vaccinating 
those between the ages of 18 and 44. The federal government will now procure 75% of all vaccines directly 
from the manufacturers and provide them to the states for free, while the remaining 25% will be purchased 
by the private sector. Under the earlier policy, the federal government gave free shots to people above 45 
years of age and front-line workers, leaving states and private hospitals to administer inoculations to those 
between 18 and 44. 

2.3 Global Awareness 

• China blasts US and EU consulates over June 4 candles 
China on Saturday berated the US and EU consulates in Hong Kong for displaying candles to commemorate 
the June 4 Tiananmen crackdown, slamming it as a "clumsy political show" to destabilise the city. Candles 
were seen lit in the windows of the US consulate building, which is next to the residence of Hong Kong's 
Beijing-appointed leader Carrie Lam, and the European Union's office on Friday night. The missions also posted 
photographs of their candlelit Tiananmen memorials on social media. "Any attempt to exploit Hong Kong to 
carry out infiltration or sabotage activities against the mainland crosses the red line ... is absolutely 
intolerable," a spokesperson for the Hong Kong office of China's foreign ministry said. 
For three decades in Hong Kong, huge crowds, often tens of thousands strong, have held candlelit vigils on 
June 4 for those killed in 1989 when tanks and troops crushed pro-democracy protests in Beijing. Crowds have 
swelled in recent years as Hong Kongers chafe under Beijing's increasingly assertive rule. However, this year's 
vigil was banned at a time when Hong Kong authorities are carrying out a sweeping clampdown on dissent 
following huge and often violent democracy protests two years ago 

• ‘We were deceived’: hundreds protest in Venice at return of giant cruise ships 
• Thousands protest in Budapest over Chinese university campus 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-01545-3
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jun/10/risk-of-covid-autumn-surge-is-high-despite-drop-in-infections-in-europe-says-who
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/06/10/eu-us-summit-fresh-calls-to-investigate-the-origins-of-covid.html
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/moderna-seeks-european-approval-covid-19-vaccines-use-teens-2021-06-07/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/11/top-court-allows-brazil-to-host-copa-america-despite-coronavirus
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jun/07/third-wave-sweeps-across-africa-as-covid-vaccine-imports-dry-up
https://www.bnnbloomberg.ca/japan-s-suga-wants-to-complete-covid-vaccinations-by-november-1.1614620
https://www.wsj.com/articles/covid-19-deaths-this-year-have-already-eclipsed-2020s-toll-11623350773?mod=hp_lead_pos1
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/india-to-provide-free-vaccines-to-all-in-major-policy-shift-1.5459081
https://news.rthk.hk/rthk/en/component/k2/1594419-20210605.htm
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jun/05/angry-protests-in-venice-at-shock-return-of-cruise-ships
https://news.rthk.hk/rthk/en/component/k2/1594480-20210606.htm?
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• Carbon Dioxide Levels Hit 50% Higher Than Preindustrial Time 
• Japan logs record low 840,000 newborns in 2020 
• Great apes predicted to lose 90% of homelands in Africa, study finds 
• World’s richest tin mine pollutes rivers serving Amazon Indigenous villages 
• France President Emmanuel Macron slapped in the face 
• G7: Rich nations back deal to tax multinationals 

Finance ministers meeting in London agreed to battle tax avoidance by making companies pay more in the 
countries where they do business. They also agreed in principle to a global minimum corporate tax rate of 
15% to avoid countries undercutting each other. US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen told reporters that the 
"historic" agreement on a global minimum tax would "end the race to the bottom in corporate taxation and 
ensure fairness for the middle class and working people in the US around the world". 

• Germany: Frankfurt police unit to be disbanded over far-right chats 
• David Dushman, last surviving Auschwitz liberator, dies aged 98 

2.4 Political Extremism, Civil Unrest and Activism 

• ‘Egregious’ police abuse against Colombian protesters: Report 
Fifty-eight people have been killed during anti-government protests that began in Colombia five weeks ago 
and have also led to roadblocks and clashes with police, the country’s human rights ombudsman said Monday. 
Colombia’s police have come under scrutiny from human rights groups for their behavior during the protests, 
in which videos have shown police shooting at protesters or standing by while armed civilians fired at 
demonstrators. The situation prompted a delegation from the Inter-American Commission for Human Rights 
to visit Colombia this week, where it met with government officials, protest victims and organizations that 
have accused the police of using excessive force during the protests. The delegation said Monday that it will 
deliver recommendations for the government to follow up on at the end of its visit. It could also set up an 
independent commission of experts to track progress on human rights issues. 

• Protests in Mexico surround Kamala Harris visit south of the border 
• Myanmar junta to present case against deposed leader Suu Kyi starting next week 
• Screaming artist electrifies Belarus protests in Warsaw 

https://www.usnews.com/news/news/articles/2021-06-07/carbon-dioxide-levels-hit-50-higher-than-preindustrial-time
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2021/06/04/national/record-low-newborns/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jun/07/great-apes-predicted-to-lose-90-of-homelands-in-africa-study-finds
https://news.mongabay.com/2021/06/worlds-richest-tin-mine-pollutes-rivers-serving-amazon-indigenous-villages/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-57402753
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-57368247
https://www.dw.com/en/germany-frankfurt-police-unit-to-be-disbanded-over-far-right-chats/a-57840014
https://www.rte.ie/news/world/2021/0606/1226352-dushman-auschwitz/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/9/egregious-police-abuse-against-colombian-protesters-report
https://www.borderreport.com/hot-topics/immigration/protests-in-mexico-surround-kamala-harris-visit-south-of-the-border/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7930008/myanmar-coup-suu-kyi-trial/
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20210611-screaming-artist-electrifies-belarus-protests-in-warsaw
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Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com 

3.2 COVID-19 Canada News 

• Feds aim to end hotel stay, 14-day quarantines for fully vaccinated Canadian travellers in July 
• Alberta moves ahead in reopening plan, 2nd dose delivery ramped up 
• Ontario will begin accelerating second COVID-19 vaccine doses in 7 delta variant hot spots 
• Manitoba unveils reopening plan to have 'One Great Summer' 

The plan, known as “4-3-2-One Great Summer,” will see more openings and fewer restrictions starting on 
Canada Day, depending on immunization levels. Dr. Brent Roussin, the chief provincial public health officer, 
said this plan will help Manitoba move into a post-COVID world, but he noted this will not be the same as a 
pre-COVID world. The plan focuses on four reopening categories, three summer holiday milestones, and two 
public health responsibilities according to Roussin. The reopening categories are gathering and socializing, 
travel and tourism, shopping and services, and dining and entertainment. The province will move ahead with 
step one of reopening if 70 per cent of Manitobans 12 and older have received their first dose and 25 per cent 
have received their second dose by Canada Day. Step two will start if 75% of Manitobans receive their first 
dose and 50% get their second dose by the August long weekend. The third step will begin if 80 per cent of 
Manitobans receive their first dose and 75 per cent get their second dose by Labour Day. 

• B.C. not ruling out vaccine incentives, premier says after Manitoba announces lottery 
• Canada to receive 7M Moderna vaccine doses in June: Anand 
• Top doctor says B.C. on track to ease more restrictions next week 
• Peel's top doctor warns 'potential 4th wave' of COVID-19 brewing due to delta variant 

Ontario continues to make slow but steady progress in bringing the COVID-19 pandemic under control, key 
indicators published Wednesday suggest. 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/politics/feds-aim-to-end-hotel-stay-14-day-quarantines-for-fully-vaccinated-canadian-travellers-in-july-1.5462527
https://edmonton.ctvnews.ca/welcome-to-stage-2-alberta-province-moves-ahead-in-reopening-plan-2nd-dose-delivery-ramped-up-1.5464772
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/ontario-will-begin-accelerating-second-covid-19-vaccine-doses-in-7-delta-variant-hot-spots-1.5464242
https://winnipeg.ctvnews.ca/manitoba-unveils-reopening-plan-to-have-one-great-summer-1.5464512
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/b-c-not-ruling-out-vaccine-incentives-premier-says-after-manitoba-announces-lottery-1.5464040
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/canada-to-receive-7m-moderna-vaccine-doses-in-june-anand-1.5462869
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2021/06/10/top-doctor-says-bc-on-track-to-ease-more-restrictions-next-week.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/covid-19-ontario-june-9-2021-astrazeneca-doses-1.6058908


 
 

Page 11 of 22 
 

#201-3001 WAYBURNE DRIVE, BURNABY, BC V5G 4W3 // TEL 778-807-5660 // PALADINRISKSOLUTIONS.COM 

The province reported an additional 411 cases, the fewest in more than eight months, while the positivity rate 
of tests for the virus fell to a level not seen since late February. That news comes with an important caveat: 
the delta variant of concern, first identified in India, continues to threaten a potential fourth wave of the 
pandemic in at least one especially hard-hit area of the province. At a briefing this morning, Peel Region's local 
medical officer of health said that providing second doses of COVID-19 vaccines for residents in key hot spots 
could prove essential to keeping the delta variant in check. Dr. Lawrence Loh said that, in his jurisdiction, a 
"potential fourth wave" driven by the variant is "brewing right now." Dr. David Williams, Ontario's chief 
medical officer of health, said this week that right now there are enough vaccine shipments to meet 
provincewide demand without diverting extra doses to hot spots. He added, though, that could change if 
necessary. 

3.3 Canada Awareness 

• Exploding device at gender reveal party leads to wildfire in northern Alberta 

A $600 fine has been issued after a gender reveal party led to a wildfire in Alberta. Travis Fairweather, a 
wildfire information officer, says the party was taking place about 10 kilometres west of Fort McMurray on 
May 31. The fire grew in size to about half of a Canadian Football League field. Ten wildland firefighters were 
dispatched to help local firefighting crews. Fairweather says 2020 was a historically quiet fire season in 
Alberta, but the percentage of human-caused wildfires has increased significantly. The five-year average is 68 
per cent of fires being caused by people, but last year it was 88 per cent. So far this year, 76 per cent of fires 
have been human caused.  

• Canada’s Trudeau vows to fight far-right groups after Muslim family slain  
• Keystone XL pipeline project cancelled by TC Energy after over a decade of delays 
• Indigenous women still forced, coerced into sterilization: Senate report 
• Hackers breach Electronic Arts, stealing game source code and tools 
• Liberal promise to reduce Canadians' cellphone bills shredded by recent CRTC decision 
• Mortgage surge pushes Canada consumer debt to $2.1 trillion 
• Air Canada says top executives returning COVID-19 bonuses after ‘public disappointment’ 

The airline said that the bonuses were going to be returned as a result of “unintended consequence” arising 
from the payments. The release also said that former Air Canada President and CEO Calin Rovinescu would 
donate his 2020 bonus and share units to the Air Canada Foundation. The executives’ decision comes nearly 
a week after it was revealed that the airline paid its top executives and managers a combined $10 million in 
bonuses tied to the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, despite the airline’s loss of billions and decision to cut 
thousands of jobs. 

• Most Canadians say church to blame for residential-school tragedies: poll 
• Citing distractions, New Brunswick Green MP Jenica Atwin crosses floor to Liberals 
• Alberta finance minister defends $1.3B loss on Keystone XL as ‘calculated decision’ 

Alberta’s finance minister says the province’s $1.3-billion investment of taxpayers’ money in the now-defunct 
Keystone XL oil pipeline project was a prudent gamble given the potential payoff in profits and jobs. 
 
 

https://edmonton.citynews.ca/2021/06/08/exploding-device-at-gender-reveal-party-leads-to-wildfire-in-northern-alberta/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/canada-will-act-dismantle-far-right-groups-after-muslim-family-attack-trudeau-2021-06-08/
https://www.thestar.com/business/2021/06/09/canadian-press-newsalert-keystone-xl-pipeline-project-cancelled-by-tc-energy.html
https://globalnews.ca/news/7920118/indigenous-women-sterilization-senate-report/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/10/tech/electronic-arts-hack/index.html
https://www.straight.com/tech/liberal-promise-to-reduce-canadians-cellphone-bills-shredded-by-recent-crtc-decision
https://www.bnnbloomberg.ca/mortgage-surge-pushes-canada-consumer-debt-to-2-1-trillion-1.1614047
https://globalnews.ca/news/7926820/air-canada-executives-covid-bonuses-return/
https://www.thestar.com/politics/2021/06/08/most-canadians-say-church-to-blame-for-residential-school-tragedies-poll.html
https://www.ctvnews.ca/politics/citing-distractions-new-brunswick-green-mp-jenica-atwin-crosses-floor-to-liberals-1.5464706
https://www.thestar.com/business/2021/06/10/alberta-finance-minister-defends-13b-loss-on-keystone-xl-as-calculated-decision.html
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“We did commit to delivering on pipelines, and we made a calculated decision around investing in the KXL 
pipeline, a pipeline that would have provided $30 billion of wealth creation for Albertans over the next 20 
years,” Travis Toews told the house Thursday. Premier Jason Kenney and his United Conservative government, 
in early 2020, committed $1.5 billion in direct financing and $6 billion more in loan guarantees to TC Energy 
Corp. The KXL expansion project was to take more Alberta oil across the United States and down to ports and 
refineries on the Gulf Coast in Texas. Around that time, the project faced multiple court challenges. The 
emerging U.S. Democratic party candidate, now President Joe Biden, promised in his election campaign to 
cancel it. Biden did so in January on his first day in office, saying more product from Alberta’s oilsands does 
not mesh with his larger goal of combating climate change. Opposition NDP critic Joe Ceci, during question 
period, renewed a call for the government to release all details surrounding the contract to confirm the 
calculated $1.3-billion hit to Alberta’s bottom line. 

3.4 Canada – Political Extremism, Civil Unrest and Activism  

Overview: 

During the week of 3-10 June 2021, the majority of activity in 
Canada noted by Welund focused on the government sector (44%), 
followed by forestry (20%). Protests made up the majority of 

actions (24%), followed by meetings and gatherings (10%).  

Campaigns opposing extractive resource projects remained active over the past week, with coal mining in Alberta, 
the Trans Mountain pipeline expansion (TMX) project, and forestry activities on Vancouver Island remaining 
primary targets.  Indigenous rights campaigns were also prominent over the past week. 

Protests: 

Indigenous rights campaigns across Canada increased their 
activities over the past week. Solidarity events in response to 
the discovery of 215 children’s bodies at a former Indian 
Residential School in Kamloops were held in multiple cities 
across Canada. Some of these events resulted in acts of civil 
disobedience and vandalism, especially against monuments 
and namesakes of ‘colonial’ and racist historical figures in 
Canada.  

On 5 June, campaigners held a memorial ‘ride’ from 
Abbotsford to Kamloops, BC in memory of the children. On 6 
June, the ‘bring our children home’ march in Toronto called for an immediate investigation into the remaining 
residential school locations for any other grave sites. In a separate event, protesters at Ryerson University held 
two protests on campus. The first resulted in vandalism of the Egerton Ryerson memorial statue. The second saw 
protesters bring the statue down entirely, at which point the head of the statue was removed. The head would 
eventually arrive at the 1492 Land Back Lane occupation site in Caledonia, Ontario where it was mounted to a 
pole.  

Figure 2: Past and upcoming protest activity as noted by 
Welund between 3-16 June 2021 
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Over 180 activists have been arrested at the Fairy Creek blockade. In response, campaign groups executed a series 
of solidarity actions. On 5 June, activists gathered at the steps of the Vancouver Art Gallery to protest against the 
arrests at the blockade site and to call for continued support against old growth forest logging on Vancouver 
Island. On 10 June, campaigners also held another series of protests at the offices of BC MLAs in solidarity with 
the Fairy Creek blockade. The campaign also received support from actor Mark Ruffalo, who encouraged 
continued opposition and promoted a petition calling for an end to the forestry project. Campaigners welcomed 
a decision from the BC government on 9 June to approve the request of three First Nations that want old growth 
logging deferred for two years in part of their territories, but “reserved judgement” over whether the move “went 
far enough.”  

Anti-TMX activists celebrated a victory this week as Argo Group declined the insurance renewal for the pipeline 
project. Campaign groups also vandalized the offices of Ledcor in Toronto for its participation in the construction 
of the pipeline. Activists spray-painted anti-TMX slogans on the exterior walls of the building. 

Outlook: 

Indigenous campaign group Idle No More has called for a nation-wide “Cancel Canada Day” day of action on 1 
July. Events have been confirmed in Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton, Regina, Winnipeg, and London (Ontario). The 
group explained that additional in-person events will be announced as regional organizers confirm plans. 

A week of action on 14-21 June will target insurance providers for the TMX project. Sierra Club explained that in-
person and virtual actions have been planned. 350 Vancouver confirmed it would be hosting one of the in-person 
actions on 18 June in Vancouver. In separate events, the Liberty Mutual office in Vancouver will also be the target 
of a protest on 15 June, while anti-TMX groups in Montreal will hold a solidarity protest on 17 June targeting 
insurance providers for the project. 

Banking on a Better Future started its ‘Summer Action Circle’ campaign. The campaign will be a series of webinars 
and in-person actions targeting all major Canadian banks to demand immediate divestment from fossil fuels. 
Organizers asserted that the ‘Summer Action Circle’ would culminate in a nation-wide day of action, which will be 
held in September 2021. 

On 12 June, anti-coal campaigners will hold a car caravan in Alberta to oppose the Grassy Mountain coal project 
and in solidarity with the growing Indigenous rights campaign across Canada. 
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Figure 2 Total activist activity in the US as noted by Welund. 

 
Figure 3 Activist activity in the US by type as noted by Welund. 
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Figure 4 Activist activity in the US by industry as noted by Welund 
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4. USA 
4.1 COVID UPDATE 
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4.2 COVID-19 USA News  

• Biden administration to buy 500 million Pfizer coronavirus vaccine doses to donate to the world 
President Biden is slated to announce the plan this week at the Group of Seven meeting in Britain, where he 
is expected to be joined by Pfizer CEO Albert Bourla. The deal comes amid growing calls for the United States 
and other rich countries to play a more substantial role in boosting the global supply of coronavirus vaccines. 
The first 200 million doses will be distributed this year, with the subsequent 300 million shared in the first half 
of next year. The doses will be distributed by Covax, the World Health Organization-backed initiative to share 
doses around the globe, and they will be targeted at low- and middle-income countries. Pfizer is selling the 
doses to the United States at a “not-for-profit” price, according to the people familiar with the deal, who 
spoke on the condition of anonymity to share details that were not yet public.  
Covax aims to deliver 2 billion doses by the end of the year, with an eye toward vaccinating 20 percent of the 
populations of countries in need, but it may not meet that relatively modest target. The initiative has been 
plagued by funding shortfalls and a severe supply crunch exacerbated by the crisis in India, leading to 
potentially deadly delays. To date, Covax has delivered just under 82 million doses to 129 countries. 

• Houston hospital suspends 178 employees who refused Covid-19 vaccination  
• Former Wisconsin pharmacist who tampered with COVID vaccines sentenced to 3 years in federal prison 
• Texas abortion ban targets anyone who helps patients get the procedure 
• Mayor: Seattle 1st major city to fully vaccinate 70% 

Seattle Mayor Jenny Durkan said Wednesday that 70% of city residents ages 12 and up have been fully 
vaccinated, which she said makes Seattle the first major U.S. city to hit the COVID-19 milestone. Durkan’s 
office also said 78% of the Seattle population 12 and older has started the vaccination process. 
“Seattle is America’s most vaccinated major city, and it would not have been possible without our residents’ 
commitment to protecting themselves, their loved ones, and our entire community,” Durkan said in a 
statement. “Now that we have reached community protection, we can lead the nation in safely reopening and 
recovering in earnest.” Washington state sits at 49.26% of fully vaccinated residents. In comparison, in Texas 
37.2% of the residents are fully vaccinated, 41.01% in Florida and 48.95% in New York. 

• Heart inflammation in young men higher than expected after Pfizer, Moderna vaccines: U.S. CDC 
• U.S. FDA extends shelf life of Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine 
• Washington state kicks off 'Joints for Jabs' to promote COVID-19 vaccinations 

4.3 USA Awareness 

• Bing Censors Image Search for 'Tank Man' Even in US 
• New audio of 2019 phone call reveals how Giuliani pressured Ukraine to investigate baseless Biden 

conspiracies 
• Texas bakery 'overwhelmed' with business after backlash over rainbow Pride cookies 
• More than 17 million salmon will be released into San Francisco bay in massive bid to save species 
• Ohio will soon be home to the largest solar factory complex outside of China 

First Solar unveiled plans Wednesday to double its US manufacturing capability by building a new state-of-
the-art factory in Ohio. The $680 million investment by First Solar (FSLR), the only US-headquartered major 
manufacturer of solar panels, will be the company's third factory in the Toledo area. First Solar said it believes 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/biden-vaccine-donate/2021/06/09/c2744674-c934-11eb-93fa-9053a95eb9f2_story.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/houston-hospital-suspends-178-employees-who-refused-covid-19-vaccine-n1270261
https://www.cbs58.com/news/former-wisconsin-pharmacist-who-tampered-with-covid-vaccines-sentenced-to-3-years-in-federal-prison
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/texas-abortion-ban-heartbeat-patient-help/
https://apnews.com/article/seattle-coronavirus-pandemic-health-929c0f6b0be4cd6b9d6bb2b71c21be64
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/heart-inflammation-in-young-men-higher-than-expected-after-pfizer-moderna-vaccines-u-s-cdc-1.5464486
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/u-s-fda-extends-shelf-life-of-johnson-johnson-covid-19-vaccine-1.5464670
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/washington-state-kicks-off-joints-jabs-promote-covid/story?id=78145328
https://www.vice.com/en/article/qj8v9m/bing-censors-tank-man?
https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/07/politics/rudy-giuliani-ukraine-call-investigate-biden/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/07/politics/rudy-giuliani-ukraine-call-investigate-biden/index.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/texas-bakery-overwhelmed-business-backlash-rainbow-pride-cookies-rcna1131?cid=sm_npd_nn_tw_ma
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/salmon-population-california/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/09/business/solar-manufacturing-china-ohio/index.html
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this will be the largest fully integrated solar manufacturing complex in the world — outside of China. It will be 
capable of making one solar module every 2.8 seconds. And it will primarily supply America's booming market 
for clean energy. In a statement, Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm hailed First Solar's investments in 
American-made solar technologies as the "perfect embodiment" of Biden's strategy to build out domestic 
manufacturing and supply chains. Granholm noted that First Solar has been a partner in the Energy 
Department's solar program since 2003 and received a loan from the agency in 2012. First Solar plans to hire 
500 people for the new Ohio factory, but that is a relatively modest amount given the size of the expansion. 

• Florida bans teaching critical race theory in schools 
• Wedding boom is on in the US as vendors scramble to keep up 

4.4 USA – Political Extremism, Civil Unrest and Activism (Provided by Welund)  

 Overview: 

During the week of 27 May – 3 June, the majority of activist activity 
in the US noted by Welund took place in the government sector 
(61%), followed by oil and gas (11%) and technology (11%). Protests 

made up most activity (56%), followed by meetings/gatherings (10%), and organizing (7%).  

The primary focus of activists this week was the anti-Line 3 ‘Treaty People’s Gathering’ in northern Minnesota. 
Activists from across the US took part in the largest direct action against the Line 3 pipeline to date.   

Protests: 

As US vaccinations against covid-19 increase and 
society reopens, Welund’s analysts have noted that 
organized activist campaigns are increasingly 
resuming in-person actions. Organizers continue to 
emphasize physical distancing and mask-wearing 
adaptations to protests. California, New York and 
Pennsylvania saw the most protests this week.  

On 7 June, as part of the ‘Treaty People’s Gathering’, 
hundreds of activists participated in a direct action 
protest against Enbridge’s Line 3 at a pump station in 
Hubbard County, Minnesota. Activists locked on to 
construction machinery and there were several 
blockades on an access road to the site. Over 50 (with unverified reports of over 100) activists were arrested 
during the action.  

Past (grey) and upcoming (red) protest activity as noted by Welund 
between 3-16 June. 

 

https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/10/us/critical-race-theory-florida-ban-trnd/index.html
https://abcnews.go.com/Lifestyle/wireStory/wedding-boom-us-vendors-scramble-78170644
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On 5 June, White Lives Matter (WLM) organizers held another day of action. The 
organizers of the day of action have claimed it was a success for the movement. 
Organizers explained that one of the most noticeable differences with this action 
was that the events were mostly held outside, during the daytime. Previously, 
WLM events held on 8 May were primarily held late at night or in the very early 
morning in order to avoid counter-protests by anti-fascist groups. 
 
Outlook: 

On 10 July, far-right groups will hold White Lives Matter (WLM) marches after the 
most recent event was celebrated as another major success for the group. 
Organizers explained that the global day of action would start at 10.00am in each 
local time zone. 

On 11 June, anarchists will participate in the ‘International Day of Solidarity with 
All Long-Term Anarchist Prisoners’. The annual event attracts interest from 
anarchists who engage in letter writing, meetings, protests, and, occasionally, vandalism. 

On 14-21 June, LGBTQ2+ Caucus of Workers World Party (WWP) will host a week of action against ‘anti-trans 
legislation’ across the US. The coalition encouraged activist to “organize an action where you live” and circulated 
a form for activists to list their planned events. 

On 17-23 June, Struggle La Lucha will host a week of action in the US in affiliation with the #UnblockCuba 
campaign.  
On 18-21 June, Progressive International (PI) will host the ‘Summit for Vaccine Internationalism’ to demand the 
distribution of covid-19 vaccines to the entire world. 
Welund expects to see continued Black Lives Matter-related activism leading up to Derek Chauvin’s sentencing on 
25 June. 

 
Figure 4 Total activist activity in the US as noted by Welund. 
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WLM members claimed the 
flyer campaign was another 
success of the June event. 
Regional groups claimed that 
they distributed over 1,000 
flyers containing white 
nationalist and white 
‘supremacist’ information, 
which they contended were 
not only accepted by the local 
community but had also 
stimulated support from local 
residents to the WLM 
movement. 
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Figure 5 Activist activity in the US by industry as noted by Welund. 

 
Figure 6 Activist activity in the US by type as noted by Welund 
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End of Report 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please submit feedback to: 

 

Scott McGregor, CD, BCom 
Head of Intelligence 

Paladin Risk Solutions Inc.  
Mobile: 604-910-7781  

smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com  

mailto:smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com
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