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NOTE: Paladin Risk Solutions is utilizing a secure cloud application to provide multiple layers of protection on the 
web and prevent exposure of open-source intelligence gathering and dark web investigations. This software 
enables research teams to maximize security, accelerate intelligence gathering and analysis, streamline network 
operations, and ensure full control and auditability of all research activity.  
 
 
 
 
DISCLAIMER: This report is confidential and is intended to be used solely by the client for whom this report was prepared 
and to whom it is addressed for information purposes only and for no other purpose, except as may be expressly stated herein. 
This report may not be copied, reproduced, disseminated, distributed or otherwise made available to any third party, in whole 
or in part, without the express written consent of Paladin Risk Solutions Inc. which consent may be withheld for any reason. In 
preparing this report, Paladin Risk Solutions Inc. has used its professional care and diligence and has endeavored to include in 
this report and to base its analysis upon information that it believes to be relevant to the purposes of this report; however, no 
representation or warranty, express or implied, is made by Paladin Risk Solutions Inc. as to the accuracy or completeness of 
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1. CURRENT SITUATION 
China’s power and actions have recently been highlighted in the headlines, with the recent changes in world 
powerhouses due to COVID-19 and its effects. However, the western world has also opened to the threat that 
China presents, as many are still suspicious as to the origins of COVID-19 and the Chinese government’s initial 
global response to the pandemic. China and Australia’s relationship is noteworthy as it was previously based on 
durable relations and trade treaties although the relationship was deteriorating even before COVID-19; 
subsequently, causing a mutual state of suspicion due to bilateral tensions.  Since the pandemic started, the 
relationship has seen open hostility and even Chinese coercion. China has blocked some Australia goods, issued 
threatening remarks and called Australia the gum on the sole of its shoe. China also posted a list of grievances 
against Australia and arrested an Australian journalist on ambiguous security related allegations. China’s 
November 2020 list of grievances has included Australia’s ban on the 5G Huawei equipment, revoking of visas for 
numerous Chinese journalists and academics, and Australia’s rejection of Chinese investment in agriculture and 
infrastructure. Additionally, Australia has passed a bill allowing its foreign minister to veto any sub-national 
government agreement with state institutions of other countries. Although China is not specifically named, it is 
believed this is related to a previous agreement between the State of Victoria and China, which the Federal 
Australian government did not support. China then issued several retaliatory economic measures, including 
implementing tariffs on Australia barley and wine, targeting lobster, cotton and copper exports, deferring 
shipments of coal, and discouraging Chinese nationals from going to Australia for tourism and study.  In response, 
Australia has refused to cede, despite having 5% to 10% of its exports now being subject to China’s retaliatory 
measures, believed to range from $15 to $20 billion USD.  

China is also using propaganda to make Australia look barbaric by referencing when Australia identified a war 
crime by its military in Afghanistan.  Unapologetically, the Chinese Foreign Ministry’s spokesperson tweeted an 
image generated by a computer which depicts a bloodied knife being held by an Australian soldier to a child’s 
throat. When Australia’s Prime Minster, Scott Morrison, asked for an apology - China rejected the request. It 
appears that both the Australian government and its opposition, are both opposed to the foreign interference by 
China, and both appear to support dissociating from China with regards to economic and social matters.  

Globally, we are seeing democracies facing new risks in 2021. Human rights have been surpassed during the 
pandemic in both democratic and non-democratic countries. A record of 274 journalists have been imprisoned in 
2020 for covering civil unrest or mishandling of the pandemic by governments. The countries which committed 
most of the arrests are China, Turkey, Egypt and Saudi Arabia. Additionally, it is believed that conditions for 
democracy or human rights have worsened in about 80 countries, a globally substantial number. Media 
restrictions were seen in India and the USA, as well as non democratic countries such as Russia and China. Other 
democratic countries, such as Hungary, provided themselves with emergency powers due to the pandemic which 
do not have an end, many of which are non-democratic in nature. It is unclear whether these powers will be easily 
removed once the pandemic is no longer a threat necessitating such measures.  

It is likely that many governments will try to hold onto power despite possible improvements in the pandemic, 
such as vaccination programs and economic recoveries. If the public holds a perception of its government holding 
onto power without the need due to improving pandemic conditions, it is likely that public protests will continue, 
especially as recovery may not be equal across every country and every citizen. As emergency benefit programs 
are no longer offered but unemployment and financial difficulties are still rampant, it is believed that some 
authoritarian countries will begin a concentrated effort against the protesters, to hold onto their powers.  
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A recent report by the Canadian Civilian Review and Complaints Commission found that the RCMP was mostly 
reasonable when conducting monitoring of individuals protesting the Northern Gateway Pipeline between 2012 
and 2013. However, one concern the independent complaints body had was retaining data on peaceful 
demonstrators, including creating profiles for each. Further concerns include systemic discrimination and racism, 
and how the RCMP conducts itself with specific groups which may be more represented amongst demonstrators.  

The complaint was put forth by the BC Civil Liberties Association (BCCLA) who alleged that RCMP conducted covert 
operations on environmental and aboriginal groups opposing a pipeline. The activities of the individuals were 
monitored and the RCMP reportedly infiltrated peaceful organizations and disclosed information to other 
government departments such as the Natural Energy Board.  

The BCCLA additionally made a complaint against CSIS for a similar type of ‘spying’. The RCMP and other law 
enforcement agencies are public departments which must abide by legislation which may impact their ability to 
conduct operations to ensure national energy projects are able to continue, despite concerns by a small minority. 
Private companies are in a better place to conduct similar operations as law enforcement, as they are not subject 
to the same regulatory constraints imposed on the government, or Freedom of Information (FOI) requests. FOI 
requests allow the public to access information regarding sensitive activities that may be deemed as necessary by 
the government, but may be disliked by a group of individuals. Paladin Risk Solutions Inc. can provide similar 
services and sometimes have more robust and less obvious capabilities than law enforcement due to a more client 
orientated focus rather than public safety.  

In response, Justin Trudeau said that the government will conduct a review of how the police stores information 
on protestors deemed to be peaceful. It is unknown what the government’s definition of peaceful is, or whether 
measures of direct action such as blockading roadways or train tracks would qualify as a non-peaceful protest. As 
such, it is likely that to ensure the smooth planning and execution of an energy project, law enforcement may not 
be able to provide as robust monitoring services for energy companies as private companies.  

 



 
 

Page 4 of 19 

#201-3001 WAYBURNE DRIVE, BURNABY, BC V5G 4W3 // TEL 778-807-5660 // PALADINRISKSOLUTIONS.COM 

2. GLOBAL 
2.1 COVID UPDATE 
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2.2 COVID-19 World News 

• Moderna's vaccine is highly effective, FDA says, clearing way for second vaccine 
According to FDA documents, Moderna’s vaccine is approximately 94% effective at preventing symptomatic 
illness, causing it to reduce the spread of the virus overall. It is believed the FDA may provide emergency use 
authorization for the vaccine possibly by the end of this week. It is about as effective as Pfizer’s vaccine, and 
is given in two doses 28 days apart. Without the second dose, the vaccine still reduces asymptomatic 
transmission by 63% after the first dose. Vaccine side effects include fatigue, muscle pain and headache, with 
nausea and facial swelling noted as rare effects. Data on seniors suggests that they experienced less of these 
side effects; although unclear why. It is possible the immune system may not make as strong of an immune 
reaction, although it was found that the vaccine is effective on older individuals.  Once the vaccine is approved, 
6 million doses will be distributed across the USA.  

• British officials identify coronavirus mutations, but significance remains unclear  
As vaccines are rolling out, the coronavirus is on the move as well, not merely spreading but also mutating, 
and possibly becoming more transmissible. There is no evidence that these changes are making the virus 
deadlier, but new research has provided evidence that the virus is not a static target of vaccines and will need 
to be watched closely to see how it responds to therapeutic interventions and the human immune system.  

https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/moderna-vaccine-appears-protect-against-coronavirus-infection-n1251237
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/british-officials-warn-of-possible-coronavirus-mutation-but-evidence-is-sketchy/2020/12/15/e543b658-3ef1-11eb-9453-fc36ba051781_story.html
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• In Sweden, Infections and Calls for a Lockdown Are Rising 
Sweden has been an outlier in the pandemic as it avoided lockdowns and kept restaurants, bars, schools, 
movie theaters and gyms mostly open. And while death rates were high compared to its Nordic neighbors, 
they were comparable to those of larger European countries. 

• Data show ongoing COVID surge in Americas, new increase in Africa 
The latest weekly update from the World Health Organization (WHO) on the COVID-19 pandemic shows new 
infections continuing to rise, with stabilization in Europe and a reduction in cases in other regions of the world 
being offset by the ongoing surge in the Americas and a sharp increase in cases in Africa.  

• One-quarter of the world may not get a Covid-19 vaccine until 2022, experts warn 
As wealthy governments race to lock in supplies of Covid-19 vaccines, nearly a quarter of the world’s 
population — mostly in low and middle-income countries — will not have access to a shot until 2022, 
according to a new analysis. 

2.3 Global Awareness 

• China to crank up anti-trust heat on Big Tech after unprecedented fines (Oxford Analytica)   
Beijing should consider taxing large Chinese technology companies built on leveraging mass user data, a senior 
official of the China Securities Regulatory Commission said. The comment is in line with the Communist Party's 
effort to assert control over China's booming technology sector, especially its leading lights such as Alibaba, 
Tencent and Baidu. The State Administration of Market Regulation has announced anti-trust probes into high-
profile acquisitions by Chinese big tech, whereas the government last month drafted new anti-monopoly rules 
for internet firms. The government is particularly keen to rein in fintech operations in order to preserve 
systemic financial stability. China and democratic countries (including the United States, Japan, Australia, India 
and in Europe) appear to be converging around several concerns about the digital economy, especially anti-
trust, data monopoly and potentially taxation. Through new rules, democratic countries with a broadly liberal 
market approach are aiming to foster competition in the digital economy and protect their domestic 
companies from US tech giants. By contrast, Chinese rules are an instrument for the state to tighten its control 
over the commercially and strategically significant technology sector, and to ensure compliance of its top tech 
entrepreneurs with a global profile, particularly Alibaba's Jack Ma. 

• Minimum wage hike raises unemployment risks in Mexico  (Oxford Analytica)   
The National Wage Commission yesterday approved a 15% minimum wage hike from January 1, bringing it to 
MXN 141.70 (USD 7.16) per day for workers across most of Mexico, from MXN 123.22 currently. In special 
economic areas, it will rise to MXN 213.29 from MXN 185.56. President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador (AMLO) 
has strived to bolster Mexicans' purchasing power, describing past wages as shameful; his government 
increased the minimum wage by 20% this year and 16% in 2019. Business groups yesterday warned the latest 
hike could see 700,000 companies fail over the next three months, with Coparmex President Gustavo de 
Hoyos describing it as "irrational", particularly in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. He noted that more 
than 1 million small and medium-sized enterprises had already disappeared between March and July 
according to government figures. Coparmex proposals of a less drastic wage increase, or a government 
contribution of MXN 6.42 per worker, were reportedly rejected. Previous administrations tended to keep 
increases just above inflation; the minimum wage when AMLO took office was just MXN 88.36. The hike will 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/15/world/europe/sweden-coronavirus-restrictions.html
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2020/12/data-show-ongoing-covid-surge-americas-new-increase-africa
https://www.statnews.com/pharmalot/2020/12/15/covid19-coronavirus-vaccine-covaxi-who/
https://ca.news.yahoo.com/analysis-china-crank-anti-trust-120254030.html
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be popular and should help many formal workers through the pandemic. However, it poses inflation risks and 
will exacerbate pressures on already struggling businesses. Bankruptcies threaten increased unemployment.  

• Wall Street ends at record highs as investors eye fiscal stimulus 
• Suspected Russian hacking spree used another major tech supplier -sources 
• 'We are not afraid': Wuhan residents say they hope WHO team finds virus origins 
• Britain, EU strike pessimistic tone in post-Brexit trade talks 

 

2.4 Political Extremism, Civil Unrest and Activism 

• India’s top court suggests government delay farm laws at heart of protests  
Protests against India’s new agricultural laws are continuing since September. A court proposal this week was 
made for mediation between the government and the demonstrators, however, the court then suggested 
that the mediation talks take place to a review of the response of both sides. In the meantime, it was 
recommended the government delay the imposition of the law while a discussion is had. It is believed that 
neither side will be likely to concede, and it is likely that this will be decided through the court system.  

• Eight Hong Kong activists charged for security law protest 
After enforcing its new security laws, Beijing charged eight well known Hong Kong pro-democracy activists for 
taking part in a peaceful protest against the new laws. The charges of ‘unlawful assembly’ include organizing 
or taking part in a protest, whether peaceful or not. The law stops citizens from expressing any anti-China 
sentiment, and imprisons those who take part in such ‘unlawful assemblies.’  

• Tunisian activists protest surveillance a decade on from Arab Spring 
Demonstrations in Tunisia continue as people protest government surveillance in a country with no laws on 
government digital surveillance. Despite Tunisia benefiting from the Arab spring, which occurred ten years 
ago, it is seeing a decline in democratic institutions and regression on freedom of speech. The Arab spring 
allowed people to criticize the government legally. However, recently the government has issued various 
statements including the police providing information on how to complain about individuals who have 
insulted the country’s security forces. The country also expressed in late 2019 that anyone who questions or 
offends any government departments may be legally held responsible.  

• The 'biggest ever' anti-lockdown protest is due to take place this weekend after London entered Tier 3 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-stocks/wall-street-ends-at-record-highs-as-investors-eye-fiscal-stimulus-idUSKBN28R1M5
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-cyber-breach/suspected-russian-hacking-spree-used-another-major-tech-supplier-sources-idUSKBN28R2ZJ?il=0
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-who-wuhan/we-are-not-afraid-wuhan-residents-say-they-hope-who-team-finds-virus-origins-idUSKBN28R10C
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-britain-eu/britain-eu-strike-pessimistic-tone-in-post-brexit-trade-talks-idUSKBN28R0VP
https://globalnews.ca/news/7527848/india-farmers-agriculture-law-delay/
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20201217-eight-hong-kong-activists-charged-for-security-law-protest
https://www.euronews.com/2020/12/17/tunisian-activists-protest-surveillance-a-decade-on-from-arab-spring
https://www.mylondon.news/news/zone-1-news/biggest-ever-anti-lockdown-protest-19477604
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3. CANADA 
3.1 COVID UPDATE 
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Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/
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3.2 COVID-19 Canada News 

• Canada gearing up to distribute Moderna's COVID-19 vaccine, pending approval 
Canada is expected to approve the Moderna vaccine “in the coming weeks”, while the government is already 
planning for the delivery and execution of the vaccine program. Moderna’s vaccine is not required to be stored 
at -70 Celsius like Pfizer’s, instead requiring regular freezer temperatures. This allows the vaccine to reach 
more areas of Canada, including the secluded north. The Canadian Armed Forces has already delivered five 
freezers appropriate for storage of this vaccine. The Federal Government has reportedly secured 168,000 
doses of the vaccine arriving up to 48 hours after the vaccine approval, delivered to 56 distribution sites across 
the country. Health Canada is reporting the agency is awaiting quality control information from the company, 
which is expected to arrive soon. The Federal Government has announced that it will allow the provinces to 
decide who will be first vaccinated, and is only responsible for approving and distributing the vaccine. The 
Moderna vaccine approval is of upmost importance as Pfizer’s vaccine is not ideally stored, leaving many 
vulnerable populations in Canada’s rural areas, which also do not have appropriate medical facilities to assist 
those with COVID-19 vaccine. 

• Canadians may face travel restrictions for years if coronavirus vaccine not available for everyone 
Despite Canada promising having enough vaccine doses for all citizens, global travel restrictions will likely stay 
in place until low-income countries see a large amount of their citizens vaccinated. While developed countries 
have secured more than one dose for each citizen (Canada has secured five doses per citizen), other countries 
cannot access any at all and are not believed to likely have access to the vaccine in 2021 at all. For this reason, 
Canada and other developed countries is encouraged to donate resources and funds to ensure that those in 
vulnerable populations globally are able to be protected.  

• ‘Tremendous cost’: Coronavirus hospitalizations soar as vaccine raises hope 
• Ontario premier not tightening restrictions as province reports record-high 2,432 new COVID-19 cases 
• PM says feds being cautious with estimates, but vaccine timeline could accelerate 
• B.C. deficit projected to hit $13.6B amid COVID-19 spending 
• Health Canada warns of counterfeit COVID-19 vaccines sold online 

 

3.3 Canada Awareness 

• CSIS warns of threats to vaccine distribution chain 
Following Interpol’s 02 December warning, the Canadian Security Intelligence Services appears to be singing 
the song of its American counterpart, suggesting that state actors may be attempting to sabotage vaccination 
supply chains and plans. CSIS recently had a briefing with various parties involved in the supply chain including 
the Canadian Institute of Traffic and Transportation, Air Canada Cargo, Shopper Drugs Mart, and other 
companies, who were informed of malicious foreign actors that may be targeting these organizations or their 
employees. The malicious actors, China and Russia, have been previously identified as countries that are 
currently participating in commercial espionage. CSIS also previously informed Canadians that they believed 
that a group backed by Russia has already tried to hack and get Canadian vaccine information. CSIS is taking 
measures to inform different Canadian businesses and government organizations of these threats so that they 
are able to take proactive security measures to not only protect their organizations, but also Canadians and 

https://www.ctvnews.ca/politics/canada-gearing-up-to-distribute-moderna-s-covid-19-vaccine-pending-approval-1.5233930
https://globalnews.ca/news/7525384/coronavirus-vaccine-poor-nations-canada/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7526254/canada-coronavirus-hospitals-surge-capacity/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/covid-19-coronavirus-ontario-december-17-oha-lockdown-1.5845195
https://www.ctvnews.ca/politics/pm-says-feds-being-cautious-with-estimates-but-vaccine-timeline-could-accelerate-1.5236138
https://vancouverisland.ctvnews.ca/b-c-deficit-projected-to-hit-13-6b-amid-covid-19-spending-1.5235702
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/health-canada-warns-of-counterfeit-covid-19-vaccines-sold-online-1.5234746
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/csis-vaccine-distribution-threats-1.5842035
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Canadian national security. CSIS is additionally expressing concern that part of the intent of foreign actors is 
to undermine confidence in the government and cause more fear and distrust in the vaccine process. This 
would cause less individuals to become vaccinated and hinder the ability of Canada to recover economically, 
allowing other countries to get ahead economically.  

• Federal government has no plans for debt forgiveness over CERB confusion, says Qualtrough  
The Canadian government has sent 441,000 Canadian a letter advising them that their CERB payments had to 
be repaid due to them not being eligible for the benefit. Some of those that have to repay the benefit express 
frustration with the government for not communicating in a clear manner; the government’s CERB application 
required an individual to make at least $5,000 before taxes in the previous 12 months. As the government did 
not have a sliding scale for CERB, some individuals who received the CERB ended up with more money than 
they would have received should the pandemic not happened. The Canadian government has advised that 
there are no plans for a government debt forgiveness, but at the same time advised that “nothing is off the 
table”. The CRA has not began collecting the payment but encouraged those who may repay their CERB to do 
so by the end of the year to ensure no issues with tax filing for 2020.  In an effort to ensure Canadian 
confidence in their institutions, the government must eventually collect money from those who did not fit the 
criteria of the benefit, despite it not being a popular option or being a hardship on some individuals.  

• Watchdog finds RCMP's policing of anti-pipeline protesters reasonable — but sees gaps in surveillance policies  
• There have been more than 7 million entries into Canada since COVID-19 began. CBSA explains why 
• Biden administration is 'good news for Canada,' foreign affairs minister says 
• Canada floats idea of North American ban on new gasoline-powered cars 

 

3.4 Canada – Political Extremism, Civil Unrest and Activism  

  During the week of December 11 to 17, 2020, the majority of activist 
activity noted by Welund in Canada took place in the government sector 
(64%), followed by real estate (14%). Protests made up the majority of 
activity (41%), followed by critical commentary (19%), and webinars 

(12%). As projected previously, activity continued to steadily decline ahead of the holiday season. 

Anti-lockdown sentiment, solidarity with Punjab farmers, and opposition against the covid-19 vaccine primarily 
contributed to the number of protests in the government sector. The reimplementation of lockdown measures in 
most major municipalities across Canada likely contributed to the rise of critical commentary and webinar type 
actions. 

The Coastal GasLink pipeline (CGL) and the Trans Mountain pipeline expansion (TMX) project remained the 
primary focus of infrastructure opposition. 

Protests: Campaign groups increased their focus on TMX in response to preparations by contractors to resume 
construction on the pipeline. Activists filed applications to prevent the clearing of trees in Burnaby and criticized 
the Department of Fisheries and Oceans for authorizing the project and thereby “causing the destruction” of 
Holmes Creek. Groups also supported a new anti-TMX campaign started by the Green Party of Canada. 

Anti-lockdown and anti-mask campaign groups continued their weekly marches and rallies in most major 
municipalities across Canada. Large marches were noted in Calgary, Edmonton, and Toronto. The focus of these 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/qualtrough-cerb-repayments-cullen-1.5844242
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/crcc-pipeline-protest-surveillance-1.5841752
https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/canada-u-s-border-travel-covid-19-1.5843872
https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/champagne-keen-to-partner-with-new-biden-administration-on-climate-covid-19
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSL8N2IX5WX
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protests has started to include opposition against the covid-19 vaccine. Additionally, weekly protests in solidarity 
with Punjab farmers also continued in these cities as well. 

Outlook: Welund projects a steady decrease in protest activity as a result of the upcoming holiday season and the 
reimplemented covid-19 lockdown measures across Canada. Opposition against the covid-19 vaccine will likely 
become a focus as more of the medication is distributed. Preliminary concerns have focused on securing or 
providing equitable access to the vaccine, questioning its potential side-effects, discrediting vaccine developers 
for their expedited development of the medication, and general opposition against mandatory vaccinations. Many 
weekly anti-mask and anti-lockdown campaigns have started to integrate the anti-vaccine movement into their 
actions. 

 

Figure 1 Total activist activity in Canada as noted by Welund North America. 

 

Figure 2 Activist activity in Canada by type as noted by Welund 
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Figure 3 Activist activity in Canada by sector as noted by Welund North America. 
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4.2 COVID-19 USA News  

• 'A major breakthrough': FDA authorizes nation's first at-home, over-the-counter COVID-19 test 
The FDA authorized the first at home test which does not require a lab or a prescription from a doctor. The 
15-minute test will likely cost $30 and is made by the Australian company Ellume. Tests which allowed users 
to collect their own sample have been approved by the FDA in the past; however, these required the user to 
send the sample to a lab. Labs in the USA are overwhelmed, and many results are delayed, causing further 
transmission. The Ellume test allows the user to take a nasal swab which is then put into a cartridge, with a 
smartphone app providing instructions on how to use the test. Additionally, the test appears to be effective 
up to 95%, including with those who are asymptomatic. The test returns a 3% false positive rate, with the 
company suggesting it is more accurate on those without symptoms.  Critics are worried that the tests may 
provide a sense of false security due to its false negatives, causing more infection. However, the test will likely 
do more good than harm as it expands the ability for COVID-19 testing beyond government approved or 
doctor/lab assisted tests, allowing a larger number of individuals to be tested.  

• Two Alaska health care workers have allergic reactions after taking Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine 
An Alaskan healthcare worker experienced an allergic reaction to the COVID-19 vaccine, who was hospitalized 
but stabilized with treatment. She did not have any history of allergies but still experienced an anaphylactic 
reaction. Another healthcare worker suffered a non anaphylactic reaction, with eye puffiness, scratchy nose 
and light headedness. Vaccination sites are required to have treatment for allergic reactions so that these 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2020/12/15/fda-authorizes-first-home-covid-19-test-ellume/3910420001/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/alaska-covid-vaccine-allergic-reaction-health-care-worker/
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reactions are not life threatening due to lack of treatment. Dr. Anthony Fauci advised that the safety of the 
vaccines is “beyond the confines” clinical trials – as million of people receive the vaccine, reactions may be 
seen that were not experienced during the clinical trials. For the average person, such information is far from 
comforting, as it makes it sound like there are possibilities people will experience something from the vaccine 
which has not yet been seen in clinical trials, opening individuals to possible health problems. For many, a 
vaccination will be a cost benefit analysis – what will I gain from being vaccinated (not get the virus), or what 
would the “cost” of being vaccinated be (a possible unknown reaction), compared to what will I gain from not 
being vaccinated (possibly not see an unknown reaction) and what one would lose from getting vaccinated 
(possibly getting infected the virus). For those who do not perceive a negative reaction from being infected 
with the virus, such as young people who on average do not see a negative outcome from the virus, may be 
less likely to take the vaccine due to fear of the unknown. Incentives for some groups of individuals to be 
vaccinated may increase the number of those who choose to take the vaccination, allowing for herd immunity 
to occur faster.   

• USA surpasses 17m coronavirus cases as vaccines are distributed 
On Thursday, the USA surpassed over 27 million cases, and saw 247,403 new cases 3,656 deaths in one day. 
Further concerning is the number of jobless claims, the highest since September at 850,000.  

• U.S. FDA plans to quickly approve Moderna coronavirus vaccine after panel endorsement 
• USA reports record number of COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations and deaths 
• As pandemic rages across U.S., Congress scrambles to reach relief deal 
• SEC sues California biotech company for misleading investors about COVID-19 tests 

 

4.3 USA Awareness 

• New Mexican law threatens US security cooperation (Oxford Analytica)   
Congress this week approved a bill restricting the activities of foreign law enforcement officers on Mexican 
soil. The law will oblige foreign agencies to share all information gathered in Mexico with Mexican authorities 
and force the latter to report interactions with foreign partners. The move follows a diplomatic spat between 
Mexico and the United States over the surprise arrest of Mexico's former Defence Minister Salvador 
Cienfuegos in California in October. Mexican authorities were not told of the arrest in advance; US charges 
against Cienfuegos have since been dropped. US Attorney General William Barr warned last week that 
Mexico's new law could "only benefit... transnational criminal organisations". President Andres Manuel Lopez 
Obrador (AMLO), however, views the situation as a matter of national sovereignty. Speaking in October, he 
criticized the actions of US officials under previous presidents, saying "they entered Mexico like they owned 
the place... that no longer happens". Regional security depends on US-Mexican cooperation. Perceptions of 
US unilateralism and Mexican corruption threaten that. Excessive information sharing under the new law will 
increase risks of leaks, while extra bureaucracy will hinder the efficiency of investigations. Security tensions 
could sour AMLO's relationship with US President-elect Joe Biden.  

• 35 states file anti-trust lawsuit against Google 
35 American states have launched a lawsuit arguing that Google has an illegal monopoly over the online search 
market, which they state has had a negative impact on consumers and marketers. A number of anti-trust 
lawsuits against technology companies have taken place lately, likely in an attempt to catch up to European 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/dec/17/us-coronavirus-cases-deaths-record-vaccine
https://globalnews.ca/news/7530206/us-fda-moderna-coronavirus-vaccine/
https://www.cp24.com/world/usa-reports-record-number-of-covid-19-cases-hospitalizations-and-deaths-1.5235393
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa-congress/as-pandemic-rages-across-u-s-congress-scrambles-to-reach-relief-deal-idUSKBN28R1EL
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-decision/sec-sues-california-biotech-company-for-misleading-investors-about-covid-19-tests-idUSKBN28R391
https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/anti-trust-lawsuit-online-search-google-states-1.5845735
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laws that are less favorable to technology companies. Despite hefty fines, no visible effect has been made on 
the operations of the Internet and these companies in Europe. In recent years, the practices and effects of 
technology companies on society overall have come to light, from privacy concerns, to propaganda and a 
monopoly on their respective industries. It is likely that regulators and governments will begin to pay even 
closer attention to the dealing on these companies, who have been left to police their platforms as they wish, 
and begin regulating such industries.  

• Suspected Russian hacking spree extends beyond original target, U.S. officials admit 
• COVID baby boom? No, 2020 triggered a baby bust - and that will have lasting impacts  

 

4.4 USA – Political Extremism, Civil Unrest and Activism (Provided by Welund)  

During the week of 9-16 December 2020, the majority of activist activity 
noted by Welund in the US took place in the government sector (63%), 
followed by oil and gas (13%) and finance (11%). Protests made up the 
majority of activity (45%), followed by critical commentary (10%), and 

webinars (6%). Overall activity has continued to decline since a peak around the election in early November. 
Welund expects activity to remain low during Christmas week. 

Protests: Despite the pandemic, activists continue to organize in-person protests to broadcast their campaigns 
and demands. Many organizers have incorporated physical distancing and mask-wearing adaptations to limit the 
risk of gathering for protests. California, New York, Massachusetts, and Minnesota saw the most protests. 

On 11 December, climate activists held a day of action to demand financial institutions divest from fossil fuels. 
Organized by Stop the Money Pipeline and other fossil fuel divestment activists, actions took place in 60 cities 
demanding financial institutions divest from TC Energy’s Keystone XL (KXL) and Enbridge’s Line 3 pipelines. 

A notable protest from the past week occurred on 12 December in Washington, DC. Protests and violence erupted 
following calls for organizing and counter-protesting against a Proud Boys demonstration in Washington, DC that 
opposed Joe Biden’s electoral victory. 

On 12 December 2020, far-right and far-left activists clashed during a protest at the Washington State Capitol 
Building in Olympia, which resulted in one shooting and multiple arrests. The shooting was the second in the 
capitol in eight days. 

The anti-Line 3 tree blockade near Palisade, Minnesota came to end after ten days. As the tree-sitter was removed 
and 22 protesters were arrested.  

Outlook: In previous years Welund has noted a decline in activity between Thanksgiving and Christmas, this has 
been evident in activism this year, especially since the election. The Inauguration Day has the potential to see 
competing protests by the left and right in the days leading up to and on 20 January. These will most likely be 
centered on Washington, DC. As some states impose new restrictions amid rising covid-19, right-wing and anti-
lockdown movements may organize protests and demonstrations like those that attracted nationwide media 
attention in April and May. Evictions and homelessness continue to be a focus of some activist campaigns, and 
there may be an increase in activity as the weather gets colder or if a federal stimulus does prevent evictions. 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/russia-hacking-solarwinds-1.5845909
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/12/16/covid-19-baby-bust-coronavirus-pandemic-lead-birth-decline/6507974002/
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Figure 4 Total activist activity in the US as noted by Welund North America. 

 

Figure 5 Activist activity in the US by industry as noted by Welund 
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Figure 6 Activist activity in the US by type as noted by Welund. 
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