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2. INSIGHT and SITUATIONAL AWARENESS 

::  Click here to access previous featured reports :: 
 

Last week we began reporting on travel restrictions and reopening’s in North America. Since then, it has been 
reported that despite the US-Canada border being shut down to non-essential travel, in addition to Canada 
deciding to turn away asylum seekers from the United States, 21 asylum seekers entered Canada in the month of 
May. In April, only six individuals tried to cross. It is unclear whether these individuals put Canadians at risk of 
COVID-19 as it is unknown whether they are sent to isolation centers for 14-day quarantine, and what the process 
is for assisting them once in Canada. However, the significantly low numbers suggest that most of those who seek 
asylum, whether legitimate or not, do not attempt to enter Canada when the restrictions are in place.  

Regardless of where they are coming from in the United States, recent numbers suggest infections are increasing 
significantly. Not all counties in every state are seeing a spike but some areas are considered outbreak hot spots. 
The US has reported more COVID-19 cases this week than any week thus far. It is believed with no COVID-19 
measures the spread will make its way to more rural areas which may have not yet been impacted. This is thinking 
relates to how it did not at first spread to countries with limited tourism. Upon making its way to these places, it 
devastated unprepared areas. The following is a map of US hot spots, where numbers of new cases have changed 
in the past two weeks: 

 

https://paladinrisksolutions.com/featured-reports/
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Source: https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html 

With regards to international travel, most countries have travel restrictions. The Maldives will resume 
international flights on July 15, with no testing or quarantine requirements. Mexico is also still open to all 
travellers, requiring no testing or quarantine. Although some areas do have beach or hotel closures, Cancun, 
Puerto Vallarta and Los Cabos are fully reopened. Serbia has also reopened their tourism industry to all, with pre-
COVID restrictions, and Tanzania is also allowing tourists with no restrictions. The European Union is looking into 
reopening borders in July, likely allowing non-EU residents from countries with stable infections, and those with 
a “comparable or better epidemiological situation” but will review risk and may ban tourism from the US and 
Russia. Other countries banned may include Iran, South Africa, Afghanistan and most of South America.  

Qantas, Australia’s national carrier, advised of 6,000 job cuts after previously cancelling all international flights 
until October. The CEO of Qantas does not believe that international flights will resume until July 2021 and the 
company is raising money to survive the pandemic. This information suggests that even travel industry experts 
are not hopeful that a solution will be found for COVID-19. Specifically, a solution that will allow for borders to 
open up the same as they were before the pandemic.  

It is important to note that new travel restrictions can occur without notice which is likely another reason as to 
why people appear to be afraid to travel. This possibly correlates with high positive case increases which 
demonstrate that new restrictions can be placed again to limit spread, as evidenced by China, Israel, Germany and 
South Korea. Furthermore, insurance is reportedly difficult to obtain when travelling overseas. Canadian 
Snowbirds have stated that their decision boils down to one fact - travel insurance does not appear to cover 
COVID-19 related medical expenses, and the Canadian health care system will only cover Canadians who travel 
for less than three days, thus forcing travelers to acquire private insurance. An option is the use of a medical 
evacuation air ambulance, which can fly patients back to Canada within a few hours, but costs anywhere from 
$25,00 to $250,000. It appears some carriers will not except coronavirus patients therefore travel plans should be 
made with insurance and logistics in mind in case one becomes ill with COVID-19 while travelling.  

3. COVID-19 IN CANADA  

    

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html
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Source: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html  

 

  

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html
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Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com 
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AB BC MB NB NL NS ON PE QC SK Total 

23-Jun 45 13 1 
 

216 49 11 335 

24-Jun 44 14 1 
 

163 53 4 279 

25-Jun 26 20 1 
 

189 142 378 

 

• Quebec advised it is no longer publishing daily COVID-19 cases and will instead opt to provide weekly COVID-
19 reports. Currently, Quebec is the most heavily affected province in Canada, but Quebec advises that the 
situation is “stabilizing” and thus no daily updates are required. No other provinces have made such a decision.  

• One of the big credit agencies, Fitch, has downgraded Canada’s AAA credit rating to AA+, citing “deterioration 
in its public finances” since COVID-19. Experts suggest this is just the beginning of the downgrade. A lower 
credit rating increases the interest rate for borrowing, but does not affect Canada’s largest banks’ credit rating, 
which is still quite high. Although the government has not released any financial details, it is believed Canada 
will have the largest deficit on record of approximately 12% of Gross Domestic Product, compared to 1.1% the 
previous year. As Canada is one of the only countries with such a rating, the Finance Minister advised that it 
is believed Canada is still in a strong financial position.  

3.1. CANADA NEWS 

• How Canada could avoid a 2nd wave of COVID-19 
• Latest COVID-19 modelling shows B.C. safely reopening, but close to rebound threshold 
• Canada loses AAA rating, Fitch downgrades amid virus costs 
• Can I take a road trip this summer? Here’s which provinces are open to tourists 
• Asylum seekers continue to cross Canada-U.S. border despite shutdown 
• Here's how to safely travel in B.C., now that we're in Phase 3 
• Quebec stops publishing daily COVID-19 data despite leading country in number of cases 
• 81% of COVID-19 deaths in Canada were in long term care – nearly double OECD average  

https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/coronavirus-canada-second-wave-1.5626124
https://vancouverisland.ctvnews.ca/mobile/latest-covid-19-modelling-shows-b-c-safely-reopening-but-close-to-rebound-threshold-1.4996261
https://www.bnnbloomberg.ca/canada-loses-aaa-rating-fitch-downgrades-amid-virus-costs-1.1455645
https://globalnews.ca/news/7096122/coronavirus-roadtrip-travel-canada-safety/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/asylum-seekers-continue-to-cross-canada-u-s-border-despite-shutdown-1.4997773
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/here-s-how-to-safely-travel-in-b-c-now-that-we-re-in-phase-3-1.4999695
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/quebec-covid-19-death-1.5626260
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-new-data-show-canada-ranks-among-worlds-worst-for-ltc-deaths/
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4. COVID-19 IN USA 

 

   
 

 
• On Wednesday, the US broke its own record of the highest single day COVID-19 case at 45,557. This is an 

increase from the previous record of April 26 of 35,000. On Sunday, the WHO advised the world broke its 
single day record with 183,000 cases. The CDC estimates that for every one infection, there are another 10 
undiagnosed infections. As such, the estimate of those sick with COVID-19 could be over 20 million with 
current positive numbers standing at almost 2.5 million.  

• Hospitals in the US are beginning to sound the alarm that they are becoming overwhelmed and will soon be 
overcapacity in places such as parts of Texas, where hospitalizations doubled since lockdown measures were 
removed, and new cases tripling every two weeks.  At Texas Medical Centre in Houston, 97% of ICU beds are 
occupied and Alabama has 83% of ICU beds occupied. In Arizona, it is believed that that hospital capacity will 
be full in a few weeks.  
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• The governors of New York, Connecticut and New Jersey are ordering travelers from eight US states (Alabama, 
Arkansas, Arizona, Florida, North Carolina, South Carolina, Texas and Utah) to quarantine upon travel to their 
states.  

• According to a Government watchdog, the US has sent over one million relief payments to people who have 
passed away, totalling over $1.4 billion. This appears to be due to a lag between the databases of deceased 
individuals. Reportedly, the IRS demanded the money back from the survivors of the deceased, but legal 
experts note that the government may not have legal authority for such requests. 

4.1. USA NEWS 

• U.S. hits highest single day of new coronavirus cases with more than 45,500, breaking April record 
• State officials and companies delay reopening measures after record high in new infections 
• A Devastating New Stage of the Pandemic 
• Cellphone data shows Americans moving around at near pre-pandemic rates  
• U.S. Deaths From Covid-19 Forecast to Hit 180,000 by October 
• U.S. Northeast governors order quarantine of visitors from coronavirus hot spot states 
• US supports legal challenge to Hawaii traveler quarantine 
• An increasing number of Colorado coronavirus patients are surviving, and fewer need ventilators 
• Oregon county drops mask exemption for people of color after 'racist commentary' 
• CDC: we are only detecting one in ten COVID-19 cases  
• U.S. sent $1.4B in COVID-19 relief payments to dead people, audit finds 

5. GLOBAL COMMON OPERATING PICTURE 

  

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/u-s-hits-highest-single-day-coronavirus-cases-36-358-n1232065
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/06/25/coronavirus-live-updates-us/
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2020/06/second-coronavirus-surge-here/613522/
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2020/06/data-shows-americans-moving-around-at-near-pre-pandemic-rates/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-06-24/u-s-deaths-from-covid-19-forecast-to-reach-180-000-by-october
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa/u-s-sees-second-largest-rise-in-new-coronavirus-cases-since-crisis-began-idUSKBN23V2EA
https://apnews.com/88809cda9ae98da5c32fcea616dc2f85
https://coloradosun.com/2020/06/23/coronavirus-patient-outcome-data/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/06/25/oregon-coronavirus-lincoln-county-mask-ordinance-covid-19/3256078001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2020/06/25/coronavirus-update-record-new-cases-florida-california-texas-trump/3254119001/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/world/article-audit-us-sent-14b-in-virus-relief-payments-to-dead-people/
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6. LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CRIME REPORTING 

• UN report warns pandemic has created ‘captive audience’ for terrorist groups 
• SLO County Public Health Department warns of fake face covering exemption cards  
• Public safety impacted after dozens of firefighters, police quarantined due to COVID-19, chief says 
• Coronavirus stoking rising racism against Chinese-Canadians, survey finds 
• COVID-19’s far reaching impact on global drug abuse 

7. TRAVEL 

•  As US-Canada border remains closed, snowbirds weigh travel insurance, coronavirus costs 
• Yukon to reopen travel for residents of B.C., N.W.T and Nunavut on Canada Day 
• Sask. working on 'more permissive approach' to interprovincial travel 
• Canadian Government Pledges $70 Million To Encourage Domestic Summer Travel 

8. SOLUTION AND RESPONSE EFFORTS 

• Countries where everyone wore masks saw COVID death rates 100 times lower than projected 
• Type of ultraviolet light kills airborne coronavirus; effect on platelets helps explain blood clot issues 
• Fauci ‘cautiously optimistic’ coronavirus vaccine will be ready at end of year 
• Breakthrough Drug for Covid-19 May Be Risky for Mild Cases 
• ’Fake spit’ tests show library materials free of coronavirus after 3 days  

 

 

https://globalnews.ca/news/7106831/coronavirus-un-terrorist-groups/
https://www.newtimesslo.com/SLOthevirus/archives/2020/06/23/slo-county-public-health-department-warns-of-fake-face-covering-exemption-cards
https://www.khou.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/public-safety-impacted-after-dozens-of-firefighters-police-quarantined-due-to-covid-19/285-99616979-052c-4b11-931d-1f9cef868549
https://www.scmp.com/news/world/united-states-canada/article/3090419/coronavirus-stoking-rising-racism-against-chinese
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/06/1066992
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-impact-on-flights-are-you-entitled-to-a-refund-for-cancellations-1.4901763
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-impact-on-flights-are-you-entitled-to-a-refund-for-cancellations-1.4901763
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/news/2020/06/24/us-canada-border-remains-closed-snowbirds-anxious-return-us/3249227001/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/yukon-to-reopen-travel-for-residents-of-b-c-n-w-t-and-nunavut-on-canada-day-1.4998718
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatoon/saskatchewan-interprovincial-travel-covid-19-1.5625045
https://www.forbes.com/sites/sandramacgregor/2020/06/24/canadian-government-pledges-70-million-to-encourage-domestic-summer-travel/#6a06ac1c7523
https://www.fastcompany.com/90519909/countries-where-everyone-wears-masks-saw-covid-death-rates-100-times-lower-than-projected
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-science-idUSKBN23V2VP
https://globalnews.ca/news/7095794/coronavirus-us-surge-fauci/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/24/health/coronavirus-dexamethasone.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/06/25/fake-spit-tests-show-library-materials-free-coronavirus-after-3-days/3256112001/
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9. MEDICAL INFORMATION  

• Global Deaths Due to Various Causes and COVID-19 over a number of months  
• Mounting clues suggest the coronavirus might trigger diabetes 
• ‘We can’t just give up’ — Harvard doctor says U.S. must take precautions as virus cases rise 
• The same coronavirus strain turned up in an Australian and a NY tiger. How? 
• U.S. demand outstripping supply of steroid treatment for COVID 
• First Covid-19 vaccine might not be perfect, but it will be 'useful' 
• How the Virus Won   

10. INTERNATIONAL DATA 

• WHO expects the world will reach 10 million COVID-19 cases within the next week  
• Australia, once nearly free of coronavirus, reports worst case surge in 2 months 
• 'I am angry': Germans back in lockdown demand accountability 
• China says it has conducted over 90 million coronavirus tests since start of pandemic 
• Virus cases surge among the young, endangering older adults 

11. ECONOMIC IMPACT  

• IMF sharply downgrades outlook for global economy in face of COVID-19 
• Disneyland postpones July 17 park reopening until further notice 
• About 1.3M more US workers likely filed jobless claims, signaling slow recovery 
• Trudeau's COVID aid pays off with consumer-spending rebound 
• Qantas to axe 6,000 jobs due to pandemic 

12. CYBER NEWS 

• Hackers target Canadians with fake COVID-19 contact-tracing app disguised as official government software 
• Insurers to see cyber coverage rise in wake of COVID-19 - report 
• Millions lost to cyber-fraud during coronavirus pandemic 

 

End Report 

 
Please submit feedback to: 
 

Scott McGregor, CD, BCom 
Intelligence Manager  
Paladin Risk Solutions Inc.  
C. 604-910-7781 | smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com 

 
Document created by the Open Source & Intelligence (OSINT) department at PRSI.  
Special thanks to MG, Senior OSINT Analyst and Investigator. 
 
  

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/2645529
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-01891-8
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/06/24/we-cant-just-give-up-harvard-doctor-says-us-must-take-precautions-as-virus-cases-rise.html
https://www.theage.com.au/national/the-same-coronavirus-strain-turned-up-in-an-australian-and-a-tiger-how-20200622-p554wq.html
https://www.theguardian.pe.ca/news/world/us-demand-outstripping-supply-of-steroid-treatment-for-covid-466164/
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/health/coronavirus/121930485/coronavirus-first-covid19-vaccine-might-not-be-perfect-but-it-will-be-useful?
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-spread.html
https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/coronavirus-pandemic-06-24-20-intl/h_47c8aac6d737b099a71e5948f1138659
https://globalnews.ca/news/7105927/australia-coronavirus-new-cases/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/24/west-germany-district-re-enters-lockdown-after-new-covid-19-outbreak
https://thehill.com/policy/international/504287-china-says-it-has-conducted-over-90-million-coronavirus-tests-since
https://apnews.com/753ed7dc88ec5ce8906967f268d78b99
https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/img-downgrades-outlook-global-economy-1.5625010
https://www.ocregister.com/2020/06/24/disneyland-postpones-july-17-park-reopening-until-further-notice/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2020/06/24/layoffs-least-1-3-m-workers-expected-have-filed-jobless-claims/3241700001/
https://www.bnnbloomberg.ca/trudeau-s-covid-aid-pays-off-with-consumer-spending-rebound-1.1456241
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-53173929
https://www.thechronicleherald.ca/news/canada/hackers-target-canadians-with-fake-covid-19-contact-tracing-app-disguised-as-official-government-software-465837/
https://www.insurancebusinessmag.com/ca/news/cyber/insurers-to-see-cyber-coverage-rise-in-wake-of-covid19--report-226067.aspx
http://www.digitaljournal.com/tech-and-science/technology/millions-lost-to-cyber-fraud-during-coronavirus-pandemic/article/573821
mailto:smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com
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13. APPENDIX A – Canadian Tracking Information 

 

 
Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs


 

Page 12 of 12 
 

 

14. APPENDIX B – Phase 1 to 3: Progression on Managing COVID-19 Pandemic 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html 

 

https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html
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