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NOTE: Paladin Risk Solutions is now utilizing Authentic8 to provide multiple layers of protection on the web and prevent exposure of open source 
intelligence gathering and dark web investigations. Centrally managed in the cloud, this software enables research teams to maximize security, 
accelerate intelligence gathering and analysis, streamline network operations, and ensure full control and auditability of all research activity. This 
enhanced security places Paladin Risk Solutions in the top tier of private Intelligence collection. Rest assured that your data and our services are 
utilizing one of the highest levels of cyber defence available in the private sector. 

 

DISCLAIMER 

This report is confidential and is intended to be used solely by the client for whom this report was prepared and to whom it is addressed for information 
purposes only and for no other purpose, except as may be expressly stated herein. This report may not be copied, reproduced, disseminated, distributed or 
otherwise made available to any third party, in whole or in part, without the express written consent of Paladin Risk Solutions Inc. which consent may be 
withheld for any reason. In preparing this report, Paladin Risk Solutions Inc. has used its professional care and diligence and has endeavored to include in this 
report and to base its analysis upon information that it believes to be relevant to the purposes of this report; however, no representation or warranty, express 
or implied, is made by Paladin Risk Solutions Inc. as to the accuracy or completeness of the information included in this report.  
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2. INSIGHT and SITUATIONAL AWARENESS  Click here to access previous featured reports 
 
Travel. The Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) has provided an update regarding the NEXUS and Fast 
programs. Currently, all enrolment centers and temporarily closed, and all interviews previously scheduled will be 
postponed. Applicants and existing members will be required to reschedule their interviews upon the USA and 
Canada resuming joint enrollment operations. Updates are available on the CBSA website.  Those who have 
submitted a renewal application prior to their cards’ expiry date will have their membership maintained for 18 
months beyond the expiry date. This time frame likely reflects two factors; the possible belief that the border will 
be closed to non-essential travel for a lengthy period, while the program will likely have long wait times as people’s 
memberships are expiring during the down period. Once restrictions are eased, interviews will not take place in 
the Vancouver Urban Enrollment Centre and instead will likely take place nearby the Vancouver International 
Airport or in Birch Bay, Washington.  

Exempt travelers, who do not require a period of self-isolation, include those that trade or transport services; 
essential services; cross-border services or medical services. Those who have previously entered Canada on 
exempt travel but are now trying to cross for a non-essential reason will be denied entry. All travelers, including 
those who are exempt from self-isolation, must provide information to CBSA upon entry. To speed the process, 
the ArriveCAN mobile app allows a traveler to submit their application up to 48 hours prior to their arrival to the 
border. Those who are travelling for none-exempt travel  

Economic Impact. The world economy has taken a large hit, with many countries seeing a substantial decline of 
their GDP and a slowing to their economies due to COVID-19. According to the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD)1, the country which has seen the most severe impact to its economy in the 
second quarter of 2020, had it reduced by 30.2% since the same period last year. Followed by Spain (-22.1%), the 
UK (21.7%), Tunisia (21.6%) and France (19%). Taiwan and South Korea have seen fewer negative effects to the 
economy post COVID-19, contracting by only 0.6% and 3%, respectively. Canada experienced a reduction of 13.5%, 
while the USA decreased by 9.5%. The USA and the UK almost both account for almost 28% of the world’s 
economy, with experts predicting the world’s GDP will decrease by almost 5% this year.  

 
 

1 http://www.oecd.org/economic-outlook/  

https://paladinrisksolutions.com/featured-reports/
https://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/
http://www.oecd.org/economic-outlook/
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According to the Canadian Real Estate Association, the average price of a house in Canada has increased by 18% 
since the previous year, with sales skyrocketing. In comparison to August 2019, this year a third more houses were 
sold in August, and an increase of 6% more than in July of this year. Although it is likely that the increase is due to 
many holding off on buying homes during COVID-19 restrictions, much of which have now been lifted. It is unclear 
whether this increase in sales and prices will continue into the future, and how the effects of COVID-19 impact 
the housing market. On the other hand, reports suggest that the Vancouver and Toronto rental market has seen 
a decrease of about 10% to 14% in monthly rental prices, with Vancouver rents falling almost 3% in one month 
for a one-bedroom apartment. Similarly, rents are reducing in other cities including Barrie and London, ON. 
Meanwhile, rents in Abbotsford, BC and Halifax, NS, are increasing by about 5%, suggesting individuals may be 
moving to more rural areas for reasons that could be related to either remote work or are pushed to smaller towns 
with cheaper accommodations, due to personal financial factors.  

Will individuals move away from densified areas and cities due to the ability to work from home? Will there be a 
rush of early retirees who would be interested in downsizing or moving elsewhere to more rural areas? Will 
individuals who have been financially affected by the measures be able to afford a home or did the COVID-19 
measures allow Canadians to be able to save more and spend less? Would world climate and instability in some 
areas cause more immigration to Canada, or will immigration reduce due to the global pandemic? These questions 
indicate factors which will influence the Canadian housing market.  

 

Domestic Crime. Vancouver Police Department has released their crime statistics, suggesting there was an 
increase in a 5% in violent crime in the first half of the year. Specifically, neighbourhoods such as Strathcona, 
Yaletown and downtown Vancouver have seen the highest increases. Strathcona, where a homeless camp is now 
situated, has seen calls for weapons up by 50% and break ins increasing by 68% in comparison to last year. The 
increase in violent crime was due to serious assaults, but due to many businesses being close, break ins to 
commercial areas and businesses have increased by almost 50%. Anecdotal evidence suggests that those 
participating in crime have applied for the CERB, as many do not care about following rules, and that homeless 
encampments are seeing more and more individuals from other areas in Canada, who have heard that Vancouver 
is a haven for drugs and where little enforcement takes place. A disrupted drug supply triggering an increase in 
prices may have also contributed, resulting in an uptick in crime.  
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3. COVID-19 IN CANADA  

    

Source: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html  

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html
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Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/
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3.1. CANADA NEWS 

• Canada’s coronavirus cases are surging, but experts reject it’s a ‘second wave’ 
• B.C. government announces 22 new primary health-care networks 
• Coronavirus surge in Canada checks Trudeau's green ambitions 
• Manitoba Personal care homes to get outdoor visitation shelters built from shipping containers 
• Record high 165 new cases of COVID-19 confirmed in B.C. 
• O'Toole slams government over COVID-19 testing after waiting hours at Ottawa site 
• 75% of Canadians approve of another coronavirus shutdown if second wave hits: Ipsos 

4. COVID-19 IN USA 

  

    
 

https://globalnews.ca/news/7342801/canada-coronavirus-second-wave/
https://vancouversun.com/news/b-c-government-announces-22-new-primary-health-care-networks#:%7E:text=In%202018%2C%20Premier%20John%20Horgan,primary%20care%20centres%20in%20B.C.&text=The%20three%2Dyear%20plan%20is,funding%20increase%20once%20phased%20in.
https://ca.reuters.com/article/us-canada-politics-idCAKBN2691P4
https://www.msn.com/en-ca/news/canada/personal-care-homes-to-get-outdoor-visitation-shelters-built-from-shipping-containers/ar-BB194Uxw
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/covid-19-update-bc-september-17-1.5727492
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/otoole-covid-19-testing-delays-1.5727978
https://globalnews.ca/news/7342097/canadians-approval-second-coronavirus-lockdown/
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4.1. USA NEWS 

• 'Mix of science and politics' leading to people's uncertainty about Covid-19 vaccine, NIH director says 
• California is turning the corner on the coronavirus. Will it last? 
• U.S. current account deficit jumps 52.9% as COVID-19 disrupts trade 
• A second coronavirus aid check may be in the cards after all 
• Maine 'superspreader' wedding linked to 170 Covid cases and seven deaths 
• Israel, Arab states sign Trump-brokered deals in White House ceremony 
• White House abandoned plan to send 650 million face masks across the U.S. in April, report says 

5. GLOBAL COMMON OPERATING PICTURE 

 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/09/16/health/us-coronavirus-wednesday/index.html
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-09-17/california-coronavirus-pandemic-positive-signs-risks
https://ca.reuters.com/article/us-usa-economy-idCAKBN26929K
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2020/09/17/second-stimulus-check-coronavirus-aid-package/114035854/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/sep/17/maine-wedding-superspreader-event
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/israel-arab-states-set-sign-trump-brokered-deals-white-house-n1240105
https://www.reddit.com/r/Coronavirus/comments/iupzlm/white_house_abandoned_plan_to_send_650_million/
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6. LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CRIME REPORTING 

• Crime significantly up in several Vancouver neighbourhoods: VPD 
• The province’s COVID-19 database was ‘used as intended’ Guelph police say 
• Unfiled cases could backlog B.C. provincial court system 

7. TRAVEL 

• Travellers snap up Asian airlines' scenic 'flights to nowhere' 
• Why can Canadians still fly to the U.S.? It's not up to Canada 
• COVID-19 medical coverage now available even though Canadians advised to avoid international travel 

8. SOLUTION AND RESPONSE EFFORTS 

• Trial Illness Likely Not Linked to Covid Shot, Oxford Says 
• As evidence builds that COVID-19 can damage the heart, doctors are racing to understand it 
• How a Canadian-made whistle is making sports safer during COVID-19 

 

 

 

https://vancouversun.com/news/crime-significantly-up-in-several-vancouver-neighbourhoods-vpd
https://globalnews.ca/news/7340842/covid-19-database-guelph-police/
https://www.vancouverislandfreedaily.com/news/unfiled-cases-could-backlog-b-c-provincial-court-system/
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-impact-on-flights-are-you-entitled-to-a-refund-for-cancellations-1.4901763
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-impact-on-flights-are-you-entitled-to-a-refund-for-cancellations-1.4901763
https://www.reuters.com/article/asia-airlines-flights-int-idUSKBN2673PM
https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/why-can-canadians-still-fly-to-the-u-s-it-s-not-up-to-canada-1.5107317
https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/covid-19-coverage-travel-insurance-air-canada-westjet-manulife-1.5728580
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-09-16/vaccine-trial-illness-unlikely-to-be-linked-to-shot-oxford-says
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/09/evidence-builds-covid-19-can-damage-heart-doctors-are-racing-understand-it
https://www.ctvnews.ca/sports/how-a-canadian-made-whistle-is-making-sports-safer-during-covid-19-1.5109977
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9. MEDICAL INFORMATION  

• Transmissions detected between masked people: Richmond health officer 
• 50,000 blood samples from pregnant women across Canada will be studied for COVID-19 antibodies 
• Why doctors think you should get the flu shot this year — and soon 

10. INTERNATIONAL DATA 

• Sweden spared European surge as coronavirus infections stay low 
• Britain mulls whether to impose second lockdown as COVID-19 cases surge 
• New fear grips Europe as cases top 30m worldwide 
• India COVID-19 cases rise to 5.2 million  

11. ECONOMIC IMPACT  

• Shapes of Recovery: When Will the Global Economy Bounce Back? 
• U.S. economic rebound may be a slow train for the unemployed 
• Rents in Canada’s two most expensive cities are dropping at record rates 
• Tensions mount as Walmart starts charging suppliers to pay for its retail revamp 
• Wall Street and Silicon Valley have different opinions about returning to the office 

12. CYBER NEWS 

• COVID-19 spam, phishing emails, plagued users in first half of 2020 
• CRA cyberattacks impacted four times as many accounts as previously believed 
• Seven charged in connection with Chinese state-backed cyber attacks 

 

 

End Report 

 
 
Please submit feedback to: 
 

 
Scott McGregor, CD, BCom 
Intelligence Manager  
Paladin Risk Solutions Inc.  
C. 604-910-7781  
smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com 

 

 

https://www.richmond-news.com/news/transmissions-detected-between-masked-people-richmond-health-officer-1.24204263
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/50-000-blood-samples-from-pregnant-women-across-canada-will-be-studied-for-covid-19-antibodies-1.5110048
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/flu-shot-doctors-covid-19-1.5728672
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/world/sweden-spared-european-surge-as-coronavirus-infections-stay-low/ar-BB194fk6
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/world/article-britain-mulls-whether-to-impose-second-lockdown-as-covid-19-cases-rise/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-54199825
https://au.news.yahoo.com/india-covid-19-cases-rise-5-2-million-043437429--spt.html
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/shapes-of-recovery-when-will-the-global-economy-bounce-back/
https://ca.reuters.com/article/us-usa-economy-reopen-idCAKBN268327
https://financialpost.com/executive/executive-summary/posthaste-rents-in-canadas-two-most-expensive-cities-are-dropping-at-record-rates
https://financialpost.com/news/retail-marketing/will-anybody-go-nuclear-tensions-mount-as-walmart-starts-charging-suppliers-to-pay-for-its-retail-revamp/wcm/7794b4f5-780f-41a0-a4a8-026592734059/
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/business-news/wall-street-silicon-valley-have-different-opinions-about-returning-office-n1240323
https://stockhouse.com/news/press-releases/2020/09/17/covid-19-spam-phishing-emails-plagued-users-in-first-half-of-2020
https://www.ctvnews.ca/politics/cra-cyberattacks-impacted-four-times-as-many-accounts-as-previously-believed-1.5109368
https://www.computerweekly.com/news/252489173/Seven-charged-in-connection-with-Chinese-state-backed-cyber-attacks
mailto:smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com
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13. APPENDIX A – Canadian Tracking Information 

 

 
Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs
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14. APPENDIX B – Phase 1 to 3: Progression on Managing COVID-19 Pandemic 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html 

 

https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html
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