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2. INSIGHT and SITUATIONAL AWARENESS 
 Click here to access previous featured reports 

As COVID-19 infections appear to be rising again in many places that have reopened, including Canada, we are 
seeing some renewed restrictions. Health officials are often extra cautious to not cause an uptick in cases, but 
caution has a price. As such, health officials must delicately balance between economic and health interests, 
especially in countries where aid is not provided, and people are left to fend for themselves. Other negative effects 
can be found in children who are developing and cannot attend school, or people who are isolated or quarantined. 
BC has seen two consecutive months of record overdose deaths, and polls suggest that 50% of people have called 
2020 their worst year yet.  
 
For most people, a COVID-19 infection is not a life or death situation. However, even before COVID-19, people 
have died because of extreme waits in emergency rooms. Lack of hospital capacity has caused delays in surgeries 
and other health care, with some suffering or dying due to an inability to access surgeries that are considered 
routine or non-essential, but still affect their quality of life or long-term life expectancy. In many places, the surge 
in COVID-19 hospitalizations did not occur, but hospitals continued to pay for associated expenses and capacity 
while patients were suffering due to an inability to access healthcare. Others may have received treatment if they 
sough it, but instead avoided seeing the doctor as the risk factor of COVID-19 may be higher in a doctor’s office.  
 
Traffic injuries and deaths decreased by almost 50% in California, with injuries happening during sports and other 
types of physical activities. Furthermore, quarantine and handwashing has assisted in reducing the frequency of 
other types of infections. The balancing act of ensuring people do not have negative consequences from COVID-
19 must be seen from the perspective of ‘how many people may have died or suffered due to lack of access to 
urgent health care resources for non-COVID-19 reasons’, or due to lack of social contact and those mental health 
costs’, fear of the future or possible loss of employment. Health officials do not have data on individuals who are 
avoiding health care, and do not keep track of whether an individual could not get proper healthcare or maybe 
was afraid to seek it. It is difficult to assess the cost benefit of shutting down economies, especially in places with 
small infection rates, as health officials do not have data on the effects these measures have on people’s lives. If 
such numbers were available, they might be compared to the numbers of those hospitalized, deceased or have 
suffered long term consequences from COVID-19. Rapid spread of the virus forces officials to balance a possible 
surge in cases, which will likely result in more hospitalizations that could ultimately paralyze the healthcare 
system.  

https://paladinrisksolutions.com/featured-reports/
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3. COVID-19 IN CANADA  

    

Source: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html  

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html
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Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com 

 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/
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3.1. CANADA NEWS 

• School starts in a month, but Canada's most populous province still doesn't know what that will look like 
• B.C. extends application period for temporary layoff extensions amid COVID-19 
• B.C. reports 85 new cases of COVID-19, 2 new cases in Island Health 
• Details emerge of Vaccine Choice Canada lawsuit over coronavirus response 
• Ontario allows school boards to use reserve funds to cut class sizes and increase physical distancing 
• Why Alberta's COVID-19 numbers might be so high compared to elsewhere 
• Misconceptions persist about effectiveness and privacy of Canada's COVID Alert app 
• Don't get 'casual' about COVID, Ontario's top doctor warns amid resort outbreak 

 

4. COVID-19 IN USA 

  

 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ontario-school-reopening-status-1.5682282
https://vancouverisland.ctvnews.ca/b-c-extends-application-period-for-temporary-layoff-extensions-amid-covid-19-1.5063342
https://www.cheknews.ca/bc-covid-19-aug-12-691387/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/coronavirus-charter-challenge-1.5680988
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/ontario-allows-school-boards-to-use-reserve-funds-to-cut-elementary-class-sizes-and-increase-physical-distancing-1.5062543
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/alberta-covid-case-rates-high-1.5683218
https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/covid-19-alert-app-myths-privacy-1.5684089
https://www.collingwoodtoday.ca/national-business/dont-get-casual-about-covid-ontarios-top-doctor-warns-amid-resort-outbreak-2634113
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4.1. USA NEWS 

• The True Coronavirus Toll in the U.S. Has Already Surpassed 200,000 
• Three of ten Americans laid off in coronavirus crisis worried about food, shelter: Reuters/Ipsos poll 
• Dow Jones Futures Await U.S. Initial Jobless Claims Data; Gold Price Remains Above A Key Level 
• Accuracy of U.S. coronavirus data thrown into question as decline in testing skews drop in new cases 
• US hospitals pressure healthcare staff to work even if they have Covid symptoms 
• New Jersey School District Nixes In Person Learning After 400 Teachers Opt Out 
• US employers post more jobs in June, pull back on hiring 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/08/12/us/covid-deaths-us.html?
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-election-poll/three-of-ten-americans-laid-off-in-coronavirus-crisis-worried-about-food-shelter-reuters-ipsos-poll-idUSKCN2581WH
https://www.forbes.com/sites/naeemaslam/2020/08/13/dow-jones-sp-500-near-record-high-jobless-claims-coronavirus-vaccine/#4730336c1d0e
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/08/12/accuracy-of-us-coronavirus-data-thrown-into-question-as-decline-in-testing-skews-drop-in-new-cases.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/aug/13/us-nurses-doctors-covid-19-symptoms-working
https://www.newson6.com/story/5f33f603224f180baa5a1158/new-jersey-school-district-nixes-in-person-learning-after-400-teachers-opt-out-
https://apnews.com/91b5556bcfb176ce2458c6b647cca09d
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5. GLOBAL COMMON OPERATING PICTURE 
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6. LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CRIME REPORTING 

• 'Archbishop' of Florida church selling bleach 'miracle cure' arrested with son 
• Italian prime minister probed over COVID-19, prosecutors urge case be dropped 
• Federal agency warns 'malicious cyber actor' targeting coronavirus small business loan program 

7. TRAVEL 

•  American Airlines Bans Masks with Exhaust Valves and Vents 
• Is COVID-19 making airplane passengers more unruly? 
• New Google Search Features Make It Easier To Find COVID-19 Travel Updates 

8. SOLUTION AND RESPONSE EFFORTS 

• Preliminary study of 300+ COVID-19 patients suggests convalescent plasma therapy effective 
• WHO keen to review Russian vaccine trials 
• Why are COVID-19 cases in kids rising? It's mostly the adults around them 
• 'Hundreds dead' because of Covid-19 misinformation 
• Routine dental visits should be delayed where there is still community transmission: WHO 

9. MEDICAL INFORMATION  

• Why the hunt for a coronavirus vaccine is the new space race 
• Major Antibody Study Finds 3.4 Million in England Had Covid-19  
• Early Spread of COVID-19 Appears Far Greater Than Initially Reported 
• Could cat drugs treat humans with COVID-19? 

10. INTERNATIONAL DATA 

• All New Zealand's confirmed COVID-19 cases to be put in quarantine facilities from now on 
• UK's COVID-19 death toll lowered to 41,000 after methodology change 
• China Says Frozen Chicken Wings from Brazil Test Positive for Virus 
• Priest who shared stage with Modi tests positive; India sees record number of cases 
• After 146 Days in Lockdown, Argentina’s Virus Problem Is Getting Worse 
• Armed Guards For The Last Doctor Standing At This Bihar COVID Hospital 

11. ECONOMIC IMPACT  

• U.S. hits fiscal cliff with jobs, economic recovery in the balance 
• Canceling college football is coming down to dollars and sense 
• China's debt collectors flourish as consumers flounder in a COVID-hit economy 
• Alberta ski resorts look to hire hundreds of Canadians as COVID-19 locks out foreign workers 
• Stocks gain altitude after jobless claims slide below 1 million but Dow industrials pressured by Cisco shares 
• Covid-19 vaccine hopefuls scramble for stock market funds 

12. CYBER NEWS 

• Cyber Threat First Responders Fight COVID-19 Attacks Amid Pandemic 
• Identifying COVID-19 Phishing Scams 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/aug/12/mark-grenon-archbishop-florida-church-selling-bleach-miracle-cure-arrested-son
https://nationalpost.com/pmn/news-pmn/crime-pmn/italian-prime-minister-probed-over-covid-19-prosecutors-urge-case-be-dropped-2
https://thehill.com/policy/cybersecurity/511757-federal-cyber-agency-warns-malicious-actor-spoofing-coronavirus-small
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-impact-on-flights-are-you-entitled-to-a-refund-for-cancellations-1.4901763
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-impact-on-flights-are-you-entitled-to-a-refund-for-cancellations-1.4901763
https://kokpitherald.com/american-airlines-new-masks-policy/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/world/is-covid-19-making-airplane-passengers-more-unruly-1.5062793
https://www.forbes.com/sites/chrisobrien/2020/08/13/new-google-search-features-make-covid-19-travel-updates/#1994cd5c1dd2
https://www.newswise.com/coronavirus/preliminary-study-of-300-covid-19-patients-suggests-convalescent-plasma-therapy-effective/?article_id=736307
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/who-keen-to-review-russian-vaccine-trials-1.5061616
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/why-are-covid-19-cases-kids-rising-it-s-mostly-n1236496
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-53755067
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/routine-dental-visits-should-be-delayed-where-there-is-still-community-transmission-who-1.5061568
https://globalnews.ca/news/7269550/coronavirus-vaccine-new-space-race/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-08-13/mass-antibody-study-finds-3-4-million-in-england-had-covid-19
https://cns.utexas.edu/news/early-spread-of-covid-19-appears-far-greater-than-initially-reported
https://www.livescience.com/cat-coronavirus-drugs-treat-human-COVID-19.html
https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/new-zealand/2020/08/coronavirus-all-new-zealand-s-confirmed-covid-19-cases-to-be-put-in-quarantine-facilities-from-now-on.html
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-britain-deaths/uks-covid-19-death-toll-lowered-to-41000-after-methodology-change-idUKKCN2582CY
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-08-13/chinese-city-says-chicken-wings-from-brazil-test-positive?srnd=premium-asia
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-india-cases/indias-coronavirus-cases-jump-by-67000-setting-daily-record-idUSKCN2590EE
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-08-12/after-146-days-in-lockdown-argentina-hasn-t-peaked-latam-wrap
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/coronavirus-armed-guards-for-the-last-doctor-standing-at-this-bihar-covid-hospital-2279072
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-economy-reopen/us-hits-fiscal-cliff-with-jobs-economic-recovery-in-the-balance-idUSKCN2592C1
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/sports/canceling-college-football-coming-down-dollars-sense-n1236541
https://financialpost.com/pmn/business-pmn/chinas-debt-collectors-flourish-as-consumers-flounder-in-a-covid-hit-economy
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/ski-hills-resorts-covid-hiring-international-locals-1.5684730
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/stock-index-futures-edge-lower-as-doubts-grow-over-prospects-for-coronavirus-aid-2020-08-13
https://www.ft.com/content/9b6df40e-6ff1-4b29-b111-2b4f48407ce7
https://www.sdxcentral.com/articles/news/cyber-threat-first-responders-fight-covid-19-attacks-amid-pandemic/2020/08/
https://securityboulevard.com/2020/08/identifying-covid-19-phishing-scams/
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End Report 

 
 
 
 
 
Please submit feedback to: 

 
 

Scott McGregor, CD, BCom 
Intelligence Manager  
Paladin Risk Solutions Inc.  
C. 604-910-7781  
smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com 

  

mailto:smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com
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13. APPENDIX A – Canadian Tracking Information 

 
 

 
Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs
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14. APPENDIX B – Phase 1 to 3: Progression on Managing COVID-19 Pandemic 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html 

 

https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html
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