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NOTE: Paladin Risk Solutions is now utilizing a secure cloud application to provide multiple layers of protection on the web and prevent exposure of 
open source intelligence gathering and dark web investigations. This software enables research teams to maximize security, accelerate intelligence 
gathering and analysis, streamline network operations, and ensure full control and auditability of all research activity.  

DISCLAIMER 

This report is confidential and is intended to be used solely by the client for whom this report was prepared and to whom it is addressed for information 
purposes only and for no other purpose, except as may be expressly stated herein. This report may not be copied, reproduced, disseminated, distributed or 
otherwise made available to any third party, in whole or in part, without the express written consent of Paladin Risk Solutions Inc. which consent may be 
withheld for any reason. In preparing this report, Paladin Risk Solutions Inc. has used its professional care and diligence and has endeavored to include in this 
report and to base its analysis upon information that it believes to be relevant to the purposes of this report; however, no representation or warranty, express 
or implied, is made by Paladin Risk Solutions Inc. as to the accuracy or completeness of the information included in this report.  
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2. INSIGHT and SITUATIONAL AWARENESS Click here to access previous featured reports 
 
Circuit Breaker Lockdowns. As global COVID-19 reaches record breaking numbers, many countries are posting 
their highest ever daily case count. The USA has posted two days in a row of positive daily cases totalling over 
100,000; while France, with a population one fifth of the USA, posted a new daily record of over 52,000 cases. 
Germany’s new daily record was registered on Thursday, with over 20,000 cases. In Canada, BC posted its highest 
record count, to date, of 425 on. Alberta is reporting it is at a tipping point with over 2,200 cases in four days. To 
avoid restrictions as severe as during the first lockdown, countries are turning to creative methods to curb the 
spread of the virus. Experts have suggested that ‘circuit breaker’ lockdowns may be an effective measure to reduce 
transmission of COVID-19.  

These lockdowns, also known as a ‘wave breaker’, consist of specific COVID-19 measures which contain a specific 
end date. During the first lockdown, no information was available to the public about when the lockdown would 
have been lifted. Health officials continued to assess the situation within a given time, deciding afterward on 
whether and when to reduce the measures. A ‘circuit breaker’ model would instead have a set end date. These 
types of lockdowns have already been implemented in parts of Europe, including Wales, who closed schools and 
businesses for two weeks. Similarly, England and Northern Ireland have entered a four-week lockdown. The idea 
is to quell the specific transmission locations before they resume, giving a pause intended to reduce cases, like a 
dimmer switch on a light. Individuals are estimated to be infectious for about two weeks, this measure should 
stop individuals from transmitting the virus to others during their infectious period. Unfortunately, the reality is 
that individuals cannot be fully prevented from being around others, and many are required to attend their 
essential jobs where transmission is likely to persist.  

A two week ‘circuit breaker’ is likely not enough of a safeguard as people may get the virus from a loved one a 
few days after they commence the two-week lockdown period. Consequently, their household infectious period 
will last longer than the two-week lockdown. Experts suggest a lockdown of at least 18 days to be sufficient for 
effectively reducing cases. Bringing down case numbers would reduce the compounding effect of rising cases and 
allow contract tracers to catch up; but it will not provide a complete purge of the cases. For countries that are 
beginning to spiral out of control, this strategy may assist in getting on top of the current cases and allow them to 
not be overwhelmed. These lockdowns will only work if people are compliant, which may be done more easily 
during a lockdown than when on reduced measures as the directives are not usually made clear to the public.  

Shorter lockdowns cause less disruptions to people’s lives and to the economy. Lockdowns have a clear message 
of what is and what is not allowed, even though lesser restrictions may be poorly communicated or understood 
by the public. Businesses would be able to properly prepare for reopening without incidence. Previously, unknown 
lockdown end dates and postponement of these end dates has caused problems for businesses, such as 
restaurants. A restaurant owner in Ontario has previously showcased the difficulties of postponement of 
lockdown wherein an end date to the lockdown was announced, and the owner prepared for reopening by buying 
large amounts of meat and other food products only to find out the lockdown end was postponed. These types of 
changes hurt businesses which are already struggling due to pandemic measures. Such actions have the capacity 
to erode trust in authorities and subsequently result in more infections due to non-compliance. European officials 
have extended some lockdowns with a set end date, but they provided some notice before doing so. Extension of 
a set end date lockdown may backfire, and as such, these types of lockdowns will probably not be efficient.  

https://paladinrisksolutions.com/featured-reports/
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Effective approaches to reducing transmission include hotspot lockdowns and aggressive testing. These are not 
being implemented in Canada or the USA at this time. Should numbers of daily cases continue to increase at the 
current rate, full regional lockdowns may be the only option to curb the spread. A significant factor to include in 
the increasing case count is the winter season where people spend more time indoors. For this reason, experts 
believe that most regions that were not as impacted by the pandemic will see some sort of a lockdown or 
increased measures and may include closing down indoor dining or exercise facilities. It is believed that health 
officials will attempt to limit the use of lockdowns and focus on halting activities which could become super 
spreader events. Activities such as going to a physiotherapist or a hair dresser may not be as targeted as the 
aforementioned activities because reduction of transmission can be heavily reduced by both parties wearing a 
mask. However, all options are likely on the table, dependant on the pace of transmission and its effects on the 
healthcare system. Ontario is already reporting heavily used health facilities, not only related to COVID-19 cases 
but also because the Canadian healthcare system, even at its best, is often overwhelmed. Additionally, as the 
second largest country in the world by geography, regional hospital capacity varies greatly, and specific regional 
measures may be required to ensure those facilities are not overwhelmed.  

Ontario has recently released its new framework for possible shutdowns. The province’s 34 public health units 
will fit into one of five categories of COVID-19 phases, dependant on the health unit’s transmission trends. This 
will allow regions to change restrictions as required. The few different categories are color coded as follows; 
Prevent (Green), Protect (Yellow), Restrict (Orange), Control (Red), and Lockdown. In the Prevent category, which 
will be implemented in regions that see a positivity rate of less than 1% and less than 10 cases per 100,000. As the 
positivity rates and cases per 100,00 increase, the restrictions become stricter with the fourth category, control, 
which requires a positivity rate of 10% and an incidence rate of more than 100 cases per 100,000. Should the 
fourth stage not assist in reducing cases, the region will be moved to the final category - complete lockdown with 
closure of all non-essential businesses. The graphic below shows the focus of each category.  
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3. COVID-19 IN CANADA  

   

Source: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html  

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html
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Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com 

3.1. CANADA NEWS 

• Canada quietly updates COVID-19 guidelines on risk of airborne spread 
• What is a 'circuit breaker' lockdown, and should Canada consider one? 
• Winnipeg police say 'time for education' over, will crack down on parties to curb COVID-19 
• B.C. sets another daily record with 425 new cases of COVID-19 confirmed 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/coronavirus-canada-aerosol-transmission-covid-19-1.5789906
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/what-is-a-circuit-breaker-lockdown-and-should-canada-consider-one-1.5175362
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/covid19-enforcement-winnipeg-police-1.5789375
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/covid-19-update-bc-nov-5-1.5777641


 

Page 6 of 13 
 

 

• Canadian-made rapid test for COVID-19 can be transported without refrigeration 
• Concern rises alongside soaring COVID cases in Alberta's care homes 
• New recommendations outline who in Canada could get a COVID-19 vaccine first 
• COVID-19 hospitalizations and deaths may continue to rise in coming weeks: Tam 

4. COVID-19 IN USA 

  

https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/canadian-made-rapid-test-for-covid-19-can-be-transported-without-refrigeration-1.5175636
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/covid-19-alberta-long-term-care-homes-1.5790754
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/new-recommendations-outline-who-in-canada-could-get-a-covid-19-vaccine-first-1.5176403
https://www.cowichanvalleycitizen.com/news/covid-19-hospitalizations-and-deaths-may-continue-to-rise-in-coming-weeks-tam/
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4.1. USA NEWS 

• Coronavirus cases exceed 100,000 in one day for the first time, even as nation is split on pandemic vs. economy 
• Stocks Are Having Their Best Week Since April 
• Countries are piling on record amounts of debt amid COVID-19. Here's what that means 
• U.S. weekly jobless claims drop modestly; labor market recovery cooling 
• Fed Says Virus Poses Considerable Risks, Maintains Low-Rate Pledges 
• USA election news  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/covid-19-cases-record-100000/2020/11/04/9733adcc-1ec8-11eb-b532-05c751cd5dc2_story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2020/11/05/business/us-economy-coronavirus
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/11/covid-19-has-countries-borrowing-money-just-about-as-quickly-as-they-can-print-it/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-economy/us-weekly-jobless-claims-fall-modestly-labor-market-recovery-slowing-idUSKBN27L1T2
https://www.wsj.com/articles/fed-says-virus-poses-considerable-risks-maintains-low-rate-pledges-11604602800
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2020/nov/05/us-election-2020-live-results-donald-trump-joe-biden-presidential-votes-arizona-nevada-pennsylvania-georgia
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5. GLOBAL COMMON OPERATING PICTURE 
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6. LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CRIME REPORTING 

• UK Police warn public to expect tougher crackdown on Covid lockdown breaches 
• B.C. man who kept leaving his home arrested, charged for repeated violations of Quarantine Act 
• California authorities see increase in sexual predators targeting children online during pandemic 

7. TRAVEL 

•  An Iowa airport has a plan to screen passengers for the coronavirus. It’s being held up by the FAA 
• Cruising won’t resume in U.S. waters until 2021, with lines renewing a voluntary suspension 
• In COVID clampdown, China bars travelers from Britain, France, India 

8. SOLUTION AND RESPONSE EFFORTS 

• Delivery timetable for Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine slips, UK official says 
• Masks Work. Really. We’ll Show You How 
• WHO-led COVID drug scheme doubles down on antibodies, steroids and shuns Remdesivir 

9. MEDICAL INFORMATION  

• Expert tips on how to stay mentally healthy this winter 
• Polypropylene is now recommended in masks. Should I be concerned? Your mask questions answered 
• Heart inflammation from COVID-19 less common than thought 

10. INTERNATIONAL DATA 

• WHO warns of 'explosion' of virus cases in Europe 
• COVID-19 vaccination intent is decreasing globally 
• India’s virus cases jump on New Delhi resurgence 
• Australia has almost eliminated the coronavirus — by putting faith in science 
• France, Germany and England impose new lockdowns as Covid cases soar 
• Greece orders nationwide lockdown to curb COVID surge 

11. ECONOMIC IMPACT  

• Bank of England ramps up stimulus again to tackle COVID-19 and Brexit hit 
• Why the Stock Market Can Thrive Even Without More Stimulus 
• Canada's job gains set to stall in October on business closures 
• A second coronavirus wave upends Europe’s economic recovery 
• Small UK shops better at surviving virus than big ones 
• Exit poll: Americans are deeply divided on COVID-19 and the economy 

12. CYBER NEWS 

• Covid-19-related cyber attacks surge 605% in Q2: McAfee 
• Threat intelligence vs. the rise in sophisticated ransomware 
• Two-Thirds of Financial Services Firms Suffered Cyber-Attack in the Past Year 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/nov/05/police-warn-public-to-expect-tougher-crackdown-on-covid-lockdown-breaches
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/b-c-man-who-kept-leaving-his-home-arrested-charged-for-repeated-violations-of-quarantine-act-police-1.5176354
https://abc30.com/sexual-predator-child-riverside-county-da/7676068/
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-impact-on-flights-are-you-entitled-to-a-refund-for-cancellations-1.4901763
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-impact-on-flights-are-you-entitled-to-a-refund-for-cancellations-1.4901763
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/trafficandcommuting/an-iowa-airport-has-a-plan-to-screen-passengers-for-the-coronavirus-its-being-held-up-by-the-faa/2020/11/04/a20d2a24-194c-11eb-befb-8864259bd2d8_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/travel/2020/11/03/cruises-2021-voluntary-suspension/
https://nationalpost.com/pmn/health-pmn/in-covid-clampdown-china-bars-travelers-from-britain-france-india
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-britain-astrazeneca-i-idUSKBN27L181
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/10/30/science/wear-mask-covid-particles-ul.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-who-drugs-exclusiv/exclusive-who-led-covid-drug-scheme-doubles-down-on-antibodies-steroids-and-shuns-remdesivir-idUSKBN27L1OY
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/coping-pandemic-winter-mental-health-1.5786561
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/ask-covid-mask-questions-1.5782108
https://www.upi.com/Health_News/2020/11/04/Heart-inflammation-from-COVID-19-less-common-than-thought/4441604499783/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/who-warns-of-explosion-of-virus-cases-in-europe-afp-interview-1.5176261
https://www.ipsos.com/en-ca/news-polls/global-attitudes-covid-19-vaccine-october-2020
https://apnews.com/article/virus-outbreak-india-asia-arvind-kejriwal-new-delhi-460dbbf99f24462b24a3493ab101b037
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/australia-coronavirus-cases-melbourne-lockdown/2020/11/05/96c198b2-1cb7-11eb-ad53-4c1fda49907d_story.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/11/04/coronavirus-france-germany-and-the-uk-impose-new-lockdown-orders-as-pandemic-fatigue-seeps-in-across-europe-and-cases-soar.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-greece/greece-orders-nationwide-lockdown-to-curb-covid-surge-idUSKBN27L185
https://www.theguardian.pe.ca/business/reuters/bank-of-england-facing-covid-and-brexit-ramps-up-stimulus-again-517051/
https://www.barrons.com/articles/why-the-stock-market-can-thrive-even-without-more-stimulus-51604597890
https://www.bnnbloomberg.ca/canada-s-job-gains-set-to-stall-in-october-on-business-closures-1.1518044
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/05/business/a-second-coronavirus-wave-upends-europes-economic-recovery.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-54795486
https://www.marketplace.org/2020/11/05/exit-poll-americans-are-deeply-divided-on-covid-19-and-the-economy/
https://infotechlead.com/security/covid-19-related-cyber-attacks-surge-605-in-q2-mcafee-63638
https://securityboulevard.com/2020/11/threat-intelligence-vs-the-rise-in-sophisticated-ransomware/
https://www.infosecurity-magazine.com/news/two-thirds-financial-services/


 

Page 10 of 13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

End Report 

 
 
Please submit feedback to: 
 

 
Scott McGregor, CD, BCom 
Intelligence Manager  
Paladin Risk Solutions Inc.  
C. 604-910-7781  
smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com 

 

  

mailto:smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com
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13. APPENDIX A – Canadian Tracking Information 

 

 
Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs 

 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs
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14. APPENDIX B – Phase 1 to 3: Progression on Managing COVID-19 Pandemic 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html 

 

https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html
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