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2. INSIGHT and SITUATIONAL AWARENESS  Click here to access previous featured reports 
 

Come September, the school year begins and many parents are deciding whether they will have their children 
attend in-person classes. Summer data from the USA shows that COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations and deaths in 
children and teenagers have increased at a higher rate than the general population. Only five percent of the USA 
cases were found in children by late May, increasing to nine percent by August 20. 

Do children catch and transmit the virus at the same rate as adults? A study found that people under twenty years 
of age were about half as susceptible to contracting COVID-19 as those who are older than twenty years of age. 
Research also found that teenagers are more likely to transmit COVID-19 than children under the age of ten. 
However, the risk still exists - after an overnight camp in Georgia, seventy six percent of campers and staff had 
tested positive for COVID-19. This camp did not require children to wear face masks. 

While most K-12 schools are regulated by the government, universities are often private organizations which must 
follow COVID-19 regulations but are also autonomous and may decide the format of instruction. Several 
universities in the USA have recently abandoned their in-person classes after major outbreaks. The University of 
North Carolina had four separate outbreaks, which included one at a fraternity house that kept hosting parties. 
Due to this, the university quickly chose to conduct their undergraduate classes online. Other universities including 
Oklahoma State University and University of Washington have had cases associated with sororities, with one 
having to quarantine an entire sorority after an outbreak. Other universities such as the University of Notre Dame 
are moving to online classes for at least two weeks, after a large outbreak connected to parties which occurred 
off campus. Many university students live on campus, with student housing contributing to an exponential growth 
of cases. This factor is most often not found in K-12 schools, suggesting lessons may not always be mirrored from 
universities to elementary and secondary schools. 

In some European countries, where school has reopened, extensive and quick testing as well as contract tracing 
are used to keep the transmission rate low. In Germany, Norway and Denmark, schools have remained re-opened; 
however, they have employed small class sizes, and often used a hybrid model of in-class and online learning. 
Targeted quarantines of small school bubbles have occurred, and appeared to affect a small number of students 
due to the measures. Quebec, which has just started its school year, has already quarantined 81 children in two 
schools. These cases are not linked to one another, with transmission occurring elsewhere in the community 
rather than the school itself. 

To ensure as low a transmission as possible, authorities must put in place guidelines for parents to understand 
the process when a child is exhibiting a symptom of COVID-19. Some children may be required to self-isolate due 
to symptoms. Children often become ill with sickness not related to COVID-19, and parents have in the past sent 
their children to school with symptoms such as a runny nose or cough. Do we consider one symptom enough to 
request the child self-isolate? What does this mean to the children with whom they attended class – should they 
also self-isolate? How long after an isolation may a child return to class - is a negative COVID-19 test required, or 
a length of time after the beginning, or the end, of the symptoms? For many school districts and health authorities, 
it is believed that this process will be everchanging as they learn more about in school transmission and its 
cumulative effects on community transmission and the health of children.  
 

https://paladinrisksolutions.com/featured-reports/
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3. COVID-19 IN CANADA  

    

Source: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html  

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html
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Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/
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3.1. CANADA NEWS 

• Canada's active COVID-19 case number is rising shortly before most schools reopen 
• Canada signs deals with two suppliers for potential COVID-19 vaccines 
• Two deaths, 426 new COVID-19 cases in Alberta over the weekend 
• Quebec's rising COVID-19 cases could prompt another lockdown, premier warns 
• Ford says he won't hesitate to close schools if needed as Ontario sees 114 new COVID-19 cases 
• Canada sees 498 new coronavirus infections as total case count nears 129K 
• Alberta quietly removes physical distancing rules for classrooms 
• 81 Quebec City students in isolation after COVID-19 cases confirmed at two schools 

 

4. COVID-19 IN USA 

  

https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/canada-s-active-covid-19-case-number-is-rising-shortly-before-most-schools-reopen-1.5085281
https://nationalpost.com/pmn/news-pmn/canada-news-pmn/canada-signs-deal-with-novovax-to-get-76-million-doses-of-covid-19-vaccine/wcm/71024655-7199-47b8-b13b-2147b7e7c76d/
https://edmonton.ctvnews.ca/two-deaths-426-new-covid-19-cases-in-alberta-over-the-weekend-1.5086209
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/case-rise-second-wave-school-reopening-1.5706451
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/covid-19-coronavirus-ontario-august-31-update-1.5706065
https://globalnews.ca/news/7308410/coronavirus-canada-aug-31/
https://calgary.ctvnews.ca/alberta-quietly-removes-physical-distancing-rules-for-classrooms-1.5085872
https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/81-quebec-city-students-in-isolation-after-covid-19-cases-confirmed-at-two-schools-1.5086503
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4.1. USA NEWS 

• U.S. tops 6 million coronavirus cases as nation continues to struggle with pandemic 
• U.S. Coronavirus Rates Are Rising Fast Among Children 
• With Canada and Mexico borders closed, Americans are trapped in their own health-care system 
• Nearly half of Florida's frontline COVID-19 workers' comp claims have been denied by insurers 
• Alarm as FDA willing to issue Covid-19 vaccine before stringent safety testing 
• Will my child be sent home for cough, runny nose? What to know about day care guidelines during COVID 
• New Jersey, California allow indoor dining to resume, with limits 
• California launches color-coded coronavirus plan, some business allowed to reopen 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/u-s-tops-6-million-coronavirus-cases-nation-continues-struggle-n1238814
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/08/31/us/coronavirus-cases-children.html
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/with-canada-and-mexico-borders-closed-americans-are-trapped-in-their-own-health-care-system-1.5085947
https://www.cltampa.com/news-views/florida-news/article/21143474/nearly-half-of-floridas-frontline-covid19-workers-comp-claims-have-been-denied-by-insurers
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/aug/30/fda-covid-19-vaccine-fast-track?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Other
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2020/08/31/daycare-guidelines-runny-nose-cough-fever-during-coronavirus/5630926002/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa/indoor-dining-to-resume-in-new-jersey-this-week-governor-says-idUSKBN25R1U6
https://www.abc10.com/article/news/local/california/california-coronavirus-tiers/103-3ed6fc93-6831-473f-8ecc-ed5ce0240642
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5. GLOBAL COMMON OPERATING PICTURE 
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6. LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CRIME REPORTING 

• Two Ontario Police College recruits test positive for COVID-19 
• The robber wore a disposable mask, but not for public health reasons 
• Some Toronto police officers begin wearing body cameras as force starts year-long rollout 

7. TRAVEL 

•  Alleged ‘covidiots’ force all passengers on Greece-U.K. flight into quarantine 
• Tensions rise among residents and travelers as US island territories work to stop COVID-19 spread 
• Airlines Stumble Ahead With Covid Plans That May Heighten Risks 
• Delta, American, United end change fees in an effort to get Americans flying again 

8. SOLUTION AND RESPONSE EFFORTS 

• WHO warns that ‘no country can just pretend the pandemic is over’ 
• Does your kid have a sore throat? What being 'slightly sick' may mean once school starts 
• How four U.S. overnight camps prevented COVID-19 outbreaks 
• Drug used to treat coronavirus in cats may be effective for humans too: study 
• WHO urges 'dialogue' with virus protesters 

9. MEDICAL INFORMATION  

• Scientists see downsides to top COVID-19 vaccines from Russia, China 
• COVID-19 'long-haulers' suffering from neurological symptoms months later 
• Doctors find possible case of COVID-19 reinfection in U.S. 

10. INTERNATIONAL DATA 

• Global coronavirus cases top 25 million as India sets single-day infections record 
• India first to hit 80,000 coronavirus cases in single day 
• In just six months Brazil's Covid-19 death toll has overtaken 120,000 
• According to WHO, 90% of countries report disruptions to essential health services since pandemic started 
• Almost 212,000 patients in Russia remain under observation due to COVID-19 
• Little room for maneuver as UK Covid cases rise, say experts 

11. ECONOMIC IMPACT  

• Canada may soon claw back two-thirds of jobs lost during the pandemic — but extended jobless benefits 
could hamper full recovery 

• Nasdaq ends higher while S&P 500 posts biggest August gain since 1986 
• Italy plunges into major recession following coronavirus shutdown 
• Canada statistics agency eyes savings 'pot of cash' for hints on recovery 

12. CYBER NEWS 

• CRA's handling of COVID-19 benefit cyberattacks 'reprehensible,' alleges proposed class-action lawsuit 
• Back-to-school cybersecurity 
•  Microsoft shows how the pandemic is accelerating the digital transformation of cyber-security 

https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2020/08/31/two-ontario-police-college-recruits-test-positive-for-covid-19.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/needs-armed-robbery-clarenville-1.5706150
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/toronto/article-some-toronto-police-officers-begin-wearing-body-cameras-as-force/
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-impact-on-flights-are-you-entitled-to-a-refund-for-cancellations-1.4901763
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-impact-on-flights-are-you-entitled-to-a-refund-for-cancellations-1.4901763
https://globalnews.ca/news/7307507/coronavirus-covidiots-greece-uk-tui-flight-quarantine/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/destinations/2020/08/31/puerto-rico-travel-us-virgin-islands-travel-economy-covid-19/5638122002/
https://www.bnnbloomberg.ca/airlines-stumble-ahead-with-covid-plans-that-may-heighten-risks-1.1487257
https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/uniteds-change-fees-move-shows-airline-anxiety-152644331.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/08/31/coronavirus-who-warns-that-no-country-can-just-pretend-the-pandemic-is-over.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/sick-kids-covid-school-1.5703362
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/how-four-u-s-overnight-camps-prevented-covid-19-outbreaks-1.5085161
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/drug-used-to-treat-coronavirus-in-cats-may-be-effective-for-humans-too-study-1.5084584
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/who-urges-dialogue-with-virus-protesters-1.5086465
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-vaccines-adenoviru/scientists-see-downsides-to-top-covid-19-vaccines-from-russia-china-idUSKBN25R19H
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/there-s-a-lot-of-confusion-inside-of-me-covid-19-long-haulers-suffering-from-neurological-symptoms-months-later-1.5084869
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/doctors-find-possible-case-of-covid-19-reinfection-in-u-s-1.5084524
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/global-coronavirus-cases-top-25-million-india-sets-single-day-n1238804
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-first-to-hit-80k-cases-in-single-day/story-J5AgzrIsVDne7cMouEJVCJ.html
https://en.mercopress.com/2020/08/31/in-just-six-months-brazil-s-covid-19-death-toll-has-overtaken-120.000
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/31-08-2020-in-who-global-pulse-survey-90-of-countries-report-disruptions-to-essential-health-services-since-covid-19-pandemic
https://tass.com/society/1195357
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/aug/31/little-room-for-manoeuvre-as-uk-covid-cases-rise-say-experts
https://financialpost.com/executive/executive-summary/posthaste-canada-may-soon-claw-back-two-thirds-of-jobs-lost-during-the-pandemic-but-extended-jobless-benefits-could-hamper-full-recovery
https://financialpost.com/executive/executive-summary/posthaste-canada-may-soon-claw-back-two-thirds-of-jobs-lost-during-the-pandemic-but-extended-jobless-benefits-could-hamper-full-recovery
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-stocks/nasdaq-ends-higher-while-sp-500-posts-biggest-august-gain-since-1986-idUSKBN25R1E5
https://www.thelocal.it/20200831/italy-plunges-into-recession-following-coronavirus-shutdown
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-canada-economy/canada-statistics-agency-eyes-savings-pot-of-cash-for-hints-on-recovery-idUSKBN25R2XT
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/cra-covid-19-benefit-cyberattacks-lawsuit-1.5705796
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/aug/30/bbb-tip-of-the-week-back-to-school-cybersecurity/
https://news.microsoft.com/en-cee/2020/08/31/new-data-from-microsoft-shows-how-the-pandemic-is-accelerating-the-digital-transformation-of-cyber-security/
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End Report 

 
 
 
 
Please submit feedback to: 
 
 
 

 
 

Scott McGregor, CD, BCom 
Intelligence Manager  
Paladin Risk Solutions Inc.  
C. 604-910-7781  
smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com 

 

 

 

 

mailto:smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com
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13. APPENDIX A – Canadian Tracking Information 

 

 
Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs
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14. APPENDIX B – Phase 1 to 3: Progression on Managing COVID-19 Pandemic 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html 

 

https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html
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