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NOTE: Paladin Risk Solutions is now utilizing a secure cloud application to provide multiple layers of protection on the web and prevent exposure of 
open source intelligence gathering and dark web investigations. This software enables research teams to maximize security, accelerate intelligence 
gathering and analysis, streamline network operations, and ensure full control and auditability of all research activity.  

DISCLAIMER 

This report is confidential and is intended to be used solely by the client for whom this report was prepared and to whom it is addressed for information 
purposes only and for no other purpose, except as may be expressly stated herein. This report may not be copied, reproduced, disseminated, distributed or 
otherwise made available to any third party, in whole or in part, without the express written consent of Paladin Risk Solutions Inc. which consent may be 
withheld for any reason. In preparing this report, Paladin Risk Solutions Inc. has used its professional care and diligence and has endeavored to include in this 
report and to base its analysis upon information that it believes to be relevant to the purposes of this report; however, no representation or warranty, express 
or implied, is made by Paladin Risk Solutions Inc. as to the accuracy or completeness of the information included in this report.  
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2. INSIGHT and SITUATIONAL AWARENESS Click here to access previous featured reports 
 
Global COVID-19 Numbers. The World Health Organization (WHO) has estimated that approximately 10% of the 
world’s population has been infected by the virus. A number which is about 20 times more than the number of 
global confirmed cases. Out of a global population of approximately 7.6 billion people, it is believed that about 
760 million have been infected, although the current data lists 35 million worldwide cases. Despite this being a 
considerably high number of people, it still leaves most people in this world susceptible to contracting the virus.  

In the USA, colder weather has hit parts of the upper Midwest and nine states have seen record numbers of new 
cases increase in the past seven days. Total COVID-19 cases in the USA have hit a seven-week record high for a 
Saturday, with almost 49,000 infections, compared to 35,000 in mid-September. As people spend more time inside 
due to the weather, the possibility of transmission increases due to poor ventilation and difficulty adhering to 
physical distancing. Although deaths have not increased since mid-September, it is believed that they will continue 
to increase as historical trend indicates that an increase in deaths seem to follow a few weeks after positive cases.  

 

Vaccine Efforts. The AstraZeneca collaboration with Oxford University for vaccine trials, which is the vaccine 
further along in development, may receive a green light in the UK as soon as Christmas. Current trials occurring in 
India have been going well so far, with no reports of serious side-effects; except a low fever with is expected to 
be a side-effect from a vaccine. It is believed that within two months they will finish the study and be able to 
monitor the participants for the efficacy and safety of the vaccine. Some participants have received a second dose 
of the vaccine, and the study hopes to get 30,000 participants from various countries including the UK, India, 
Brazil, and South Africa. In the UK, the vaccine would first be given to anyone over the age of 65, high-risk young 
people with known health issues. Subsequently, it will be provided to those over the age of 50, and then given to 
those who are not in a risky population. The government has ordered 100 million doses of the vaccine, which are 
being manufactured before the vaccine is approved to save time. The threshold for a successful vaccine would 

https://paladinrisksolutions.com/featured-reports/
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have it prevent at least half of the infections, and should the results come before the end of the year it will be 
possible to start mass vaccinations right away. However, experts advise that even with immediate approval it 
would take months to inoculate all those who may require it, suggesting that most will still be vulnerable to the 
virus even after a vaccine is developed and approved.  

Europe. France reported 17,000 cases in one day, the highest since they began more widespread testing. Out of 
those, 3,500 were in Paris. Paris has now ordered bars to close for two weeks, and has an ICU occupancy of 36%, 
closing some areas as a surge is being observed. Over 5,700 people are in hospital with COVID-19 in all of France. 
In other areas of France, clusters appear to be mostly in school and universities (40%), while 26% came from 
workplaces and 10% from private gatherings. The numbers show that, at least in France, getting back to normal 
life means an increase in transmission stemming from essential activities, such as school and work. Additionally, 
gyms and pools will be closed for two weeks, and public gatherings cannot exceed 10 people. A maximum of 1,000 
people in their open air-stadiums. Spain has put several regions around Madrid under lockdown, allowing people 
to leave only for work or medical purposes. Hospital capacity is at 10% while ICU capacity is at 18%, with 11,000 
positive COVID-19 patients in Spanish hospitals.  
 

3. COVID-19 IN CANADA  

   

Source: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html  

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html
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Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com 

3.1. CANADA NEWS 

• Trudeau promises federal help for COVID hotspots in Quebec, Ontario, Alberta 
• Canada needs to ‘test smartly’ to survive second wave of coronavirus, Tam says 
• Ontario premier needs to see 'hard evidence' before shutting down indoor dining in Toronto 
• Canada failed to learn lessons from SARS in order to combat coronavirus: report 
• 'It hurts': Workers grapple with the mental impacts of Alberta's recession 
• Ontario reports 615 new COVID-19 cases, nearly half in Toronto 
• B.C. flattening curve as reproduction rate falls below one 
• Quebec announces record high of 1,191 new COVID-19 cases as 27 more people hospitalized 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/trudeau-support-contact-tracing-testing-1.5750894
https://globalnews.ca/news/7378780/test-smartly-theresa-tam-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/ontario-premier-needs-to-see-hard-evidence-before-shutting-down-indoor-dining-in-toronto-1.5133669
https://globalnews.ca/news/7378213/canada-sars-lessons-failed-coronavirus-report/
https://edmonton.ctvnews.ca/it-hurts-workers-grapple-with-the-mental-impacts-of-alberta-s-recession-1.5132959
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/covid-19-coronavirus-ontario-october-5-update-1.5750473
https://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/covid-19-delta-hospital-closed-to-general-patients-after-seventh-death
https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/quebec-announces-record-high-of-1-191-new-covid-19-cases-as-27-more-people-hospitalized-1.5133107
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4. COVID-19 IN USA 
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4.1. USA NEWS 

• As cold weather arrives, U.S. states see record increases in COVID-19 cases 
• Trump to be transferred to White House, but doctor says he may not be fully 'out of the woods yet' 
• In information vacuum, experts say Trump’s steroid treatment may hold clues to health status 
• We're paying a lot of attention to Trump's case, but the US just recorded the most daily COVID-19 infections 

in nearly 2 months 
• New York governor closes city schools in coronavirus hot spots 
• North Dakota hits another pandemic high for COVID hospitalizations 
• The health status of those in Trump's orbit 
• CDC revises coronavirus guidance to acknowledge that it spreads through airborne transmission 

5. GLOBAL COMMON OPERATING PICTURE 

 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa-idUSKBN26P0K8
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/trump-coronavirus-monday-1.5750561
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/information-vacuum-experts-trumps-steroid-treatment-hold-clues/story?id=73433020
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/10/03/united-states-reports-highest-covid-cases-august/3610298001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/10/03/united-states-reports-highest-covid-cases-august/3610298001/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/new-york-governor-closes-city-schools-coronavirus-hot-spots-n1242169
https://www.grandforksherald.com/newsmd/coronavirus/6701052-North-Dakota-hits-another-pandemic-high-for-COVID-hospitalizations
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-covid-19-health-status-people-in-his-orbit-2020-10-03/
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/10/05/cdc-revises-coronavirus-guidance-to-acknowledge-that-it-spreads-through-airborne-transmission.html
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6. LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CRIME REPORTING 

• Canada is the best country in the world for organized criminals, mafia expert says 
• Mexican Cartels Pose New National Security Threat Post-COVID: Study 
• Cybercriminals targeting those working from home during pandemic, Europol warns 

7. TRAVEL 

• Is it safer to fly or drive during the pandemic? 5 health experts weigh in  
• An interactive guide to traveling safely for the holidays 
• Airlines forced to court leisure passengers with deals, perks and new destinations 

8. SOLUTION AND RESPONSE EFFORTS 

• Oxford University coronavirus vaccine could be rolled out within six months: Report 
• A Covid-19 surge in fall and winter could kill 2,900 Americans a day. Here's why, and how you can turn the 

tide around 

 

 

 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/cbc-asks-mafia-covid19-1.5750581
https://thecrimereport.org/2020/10/05/mexican-cartels-pose-new-national-security-threat-post-covid-study/
https://abc11.com/covid-scam-coronavirus-college-europol-report/6790911/
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-impact-on-flights-are-you-entitled-to-a-refund-for-cancellations-1.4901763
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-impact-on-flights-are-you-entitled-to-a-refund-for-cancellations-1.4901763
https://www.washingtonpost.com/travel/tips/drive-fly-safe-covid/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2020/travel/holiday-travel-flights-hotel-tips/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/airline-news/2020/10/05/covid-19-travel-airlines-courting-leisure-flyers-deals-perks/3596521001/
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/world/oxford-university-coronavirus-vaccine-could-be-rolled-out-within-six-months-report-150500
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/a-covid-19-surge-in-fall-and-winter-could-kill-2900-americans-a-day-heres-why-and-how-you-can-turn-the-tide-around/ar-BB19HPUp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/a-covid-19-surge-in-fall-and-winter-could-kill-2900-americans-a-day-heres-why-and-how-you-can-turn-the-tide-around/ar-BB19HPUp
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• Hopeful research findings 7 months into the COVID-19 pandemic 

9. MEDICAL INFORMATION  

• Covid `Long Haulers’ Ask Who Pays When Sickness Just Won’t End 
• Did early focus on hand washing and not masks aid spread of Covid-19? 
• Mask wearing and social distancing for COVID-19 may be slowing influenza spread 

10. INTERNATIONAL DATA 

• WHO: 10% of world's people may have been infected with virus 
• India seeks up to 500 million coronavirus vaccine doses by July 
• Europe struggles to contain surge of coronavirus cases 
• Oxford vaccine trials run smoothly in India, no adverse side-effects reported so far 
• Paris bars to close as Covid infections rise among young people 

11. ECONOMIC IMPACT  

• Business leaders call for urgent reforms as global economy faces its ‘worst state in a century’ 
• Malaysia’s debt is set to rise as it grapples with the Covid-19 pandemic 
• Greece's economy to shrink by estimated 8.2% this year 
• Trump's Covid-19 diagnosis is another market-moving wild card 
• This restaurant's revenue is better than last year. Here's how owners can survive even in COVID winter 
• IMF: Public Investment for the Recovery 

12. CYBER NEWS 

• Planning a conference in the time of COVID-19: Tips for organizing a successful online event 
• Six cybersecurity threats the financial services sector faces 
• Missing 16,000 coronavirus tests glitch in UK 'caused by large Excel spreadsheet file' 

 

End Report 

 
 
Please submit feedback to: 
 

 
Scott McGregor, CD, BCom 
Intelligence Manager  
Paladin Risk Solutions Inc.  
C. 604-910-7781  
smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com 

 

https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/hopeful-research-findings-7-months-into-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/health-law-and-business/covid-long-haulers-ask-who-pays-when-sickness-just-wont-end
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/oct/05/did-early-focus-on-hand-washing-and-not-masks-aid-spread-of-covid-19-coronavirus
https://www.deseret.com/u-s-world/2020/10/5/21497255/coronavirus-face-masks-social-distancing-covid-19-flu-season
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/10-worlds-people-infected-virus-73427817
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/health-fitness/health-news/india-seeks-up-to-500-million-coronavirus-vaccine-doses-by-july/articleshow/78485269.cms
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/oct/05/europe-struggles-to-contain-surge-of-coronavirus-cases
https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/news/coronavirus-vaccine-oxford-trials-run-smoothly-in-india-no-adverse-side-effects-reported-so-far/ar-BB19ESMV
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/oct/05/paris-bars-to-close-for-two-weeks-as-city-moves-to-maximum-covid-alert
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/10/05/business-leaders-call-for-reforms-as-global-economy-faces-worst-state-in-a-century.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/10/05/malaysias-debt-to-gdp-levels-set-to-rise-amid-covid-19-pandemic.html
https://www.570news.com/2020/10/05/greeces-economy-to-shrink-by-estimated-8-2-this-year/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/10/05/investing/stock-market-trump-covid/index.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/usaandmain/2020/10/05/outdoor-dining-heat-lamps-restaurants-survive-covid-19/5873872002/
https://blogs.imf.org/2020/10/05/public-investment-for-the-recovery/
https://www.myprincegeorgenow.com/129556/planning-a-conference-in-the-time-of-covid-19-tips-for-organizing-a-successful-online-event/
https://www.securitymagazine.com/articles/93534-six-cybersecurity-threats-the-financial-services-sector-faces
https://uk.news.yahoo.com/missing-coronavirus-tests-glitch-large-excel-spreadsheet-file-095054235.html
mailto:smcgregor@paladinrisksolutions.com
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13. APPENDIX A – Canadian Tracking Information 

 

 
Source: https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs 

https://www.covid-19canada.com/graphs
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14. APPENDIX B – Phase 1 to 3: Progression on Managing COVID-19 Pandemic 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html 

 

https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2020/apr/getting-back-to-work-responsibly.html
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